




FOR MAYOR
MEANS A BETTER QUALITY HOUSTON.

Houston's dream has been rudely
interrupted by a Mayor who has shown no
ability to cope with or manage the growth
of our city.

No ability to identify problems, to.
establish priorities and stick to them.

Louis Macey offers Houston an
altern ative.

An alternative that will allow
,Houstonians to stop choking on promises.

• Recognizing the need for higher
police pay, Macey pushed for fair
increases and sorely needed cars
and equipment.

The Mayor promised a 13% raise, but
worked to only deliver 9% - and Houston's
police force remains underpaid, undermanned,
underequipped, and underutilized,.

• To unclog our choking traffic,
Macey proposed that Houston implement
a master plan to attack the problem
head-on, at every level. .

Refusing to address the issue of traffic,
the Mayor continues to depend solely on
theMTA ...

• To repair Houston's pitted streets,
Macey proposed shifting budget
priorities to fix, not just fill, our countless., ., ._.4-.1..__ .1 1__."-! "- _~~_~"-!~ _
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• To unclog our choking traffic,
Macey proposed that Houston implement
a master plan to attack the problem
head-on, at every level. '

Refusing to address the issue of traffic,
the Mayor continues to depend solely on
theMTA ...

• To repair Houston's pitted streets,
Macey proposed shifting budget
priorities to fix, not just fill, our countless
potholes ... a solution not affecting any
vital city services.

Failing to set priorities once more, the
Mayor continues to spend 1f2 as much on street
maintenance as we did 10 years ago.

• Tohead off Houston's garbage crisis,
Maeey pushed for temporary leasing of
needed trucks, together with buying new
vehicles to replace our worn- out fleet.

Refusing to confront the crisis, the Mayor
failed to lease trucks. Ten weeks later, he
finally agreed to purchase new trucks - after
being forced to by garbage drivers who
marched on pity hall.

• To help diminis~ our vulnerability
before the hardest-hitting floods struck,
Macey urged the Mayor to assign

.round-the-clock emergency crews to
unclog Houston's sewers and drainage
inlets.

Hoping the problem would go away, the
Mayor did nothing ... and Houstonians paid
the price in succeeding floods.

As a City Councilman, Louis Macey has
been on the right side of Houston and' the
wrong side of the Mayor on these critical
issues and many more.

We can't afford piecemeal solutions anymore.
Because we can't afford to gamble with

Houston's future.
We need tough management across the board.
As Mayor, Macey can do it.

/

• Native Houstonian
• Age 44
• Independent Businessman
• Married, 3 children
• Member Houston City Council 1975"-79 '
• Graduate of San Jacinto High
• Graduate, Rice University,

Economics, 1959
• Captain, U.S. Army Reserve
• Member of Advisory Board of Small

Business Administration; Development
Council, Houston Baptist University; .
Houston Chamber of Commerce,
Military Affairs Committee; United
Negro College Fund

• Member St. Michaels Church

Paid Political Advertisement by Macey lor Mayor Campaign. George Macey, campaign Treasurer. (713) 520-9633; 2035 Southwest Freeway, Houston, Tx. 77001.
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_Now is the time for a change.
Olga will be a full-time, full-term

council member! -

Vote
OLGA SOLIZ

City Council, At-Large Position 3
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OLGA will make women heard on city council.

OLGA supports financing for the women's center.

OLGA will be a full-time council person.
"

OLGA will use her business experience for
sound city financial planning.

/

We need women on city council. We ask that you
and your friends vote for OLGA SOLIZ!
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RAPE REPORT
l"n_~~~~=====-

offense reports. However, of the offense
reports reviewed, the following repre-
sents an attempt to describe the type of
injuries sustained: 72% did not sustain
discernible physical injuries, 11% experi-
enced head or neck injuries, 4% arm or
leg injuries, 2% genital injuries, 1% upper
torso injuries. In the attempted tapes,
25% of the victims sustained some type
of injury.

Victim Responses

In comparing the responses of victims
who experienced an attempted rape with
victims who experienced a completed
rape, the statistics break down as fol-
lows:

Attempted Rapes-35% screamed, 33%
physically resisted, 18% verbally resisted,
9% either used a weapon to resist, faked
a faint or a heart attack.

Completed Rapes-48% feigned con-
sent to escape harm, 18% physically
resisted, 18% verbally resisted, 8%
submitted to escape harm, 6% screamed.

Age

The youngest victim was three years
old and the oldest victim was 63 years old.
The following represents a percentage
breakdown of the ages of both the victim
and offender:

AGE/VICTIM AGE/OFFENDER
o - 16 years - 9% 0 - 16 years - 6%

17 - 25 years .: 54% 17 - 25 years - 43%
26 - 35 years - 27% 26 - 35 years - 33%
36 - 5_0years - 5% 36 - 50 years - 6%
51 - 68 years - 5% Unknown - 12% -

1

Race

, Racially, 45% of the victims were
white, 45% were black and 10% were
Mexican-American. Victims reported that
65% of the assailants were black, 20%
were white and 12% were Mexican-
American.

Location by Police Districts

District 6-North Houston, mainly
outside the Loop between E. Hardy and
roughly White Oak Bayou; includes area
inside the Loop between Nicholson and
Maury north of E. 11tho

District 15 -South of Brays Bayou and
the Southside Place city to the Houston
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RAPE REPORT
First in a series on rape in Houston

------------------By LindaCryer------------------
a car who asked if she wanted a ride.
When she refused, they forced her into
their ear and hit her on her face and head.
One man checked into a motel while the
other two guarded the victim in the car.
Once inside the motel room, each of the
assailants raped her and continued hitting
and choking her. When it' was over, the
men offered her a ride in their car which
she refused. She was eventually able to 10-
eate help and receive treatment. This type
of rape occurs quite frequently.

Time

Sixty percent of the rapes occurred
from 8:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m.; the most
common time was midnight involving
11% of the reported incidence. While
there was a relatively even distribution
by days of. the week, 59% of the rapes
occurred between Friday and Sunday.

Location Where Victim First Approached

in looking at sites where the rape
victim was first approached, the following
represents a percentage breakdown of
locations of the victim's first encounter
with the rapist: 35% own home, 22%
walking, 13% parking lot, 9% waiting for
the bus, 4% nightclub, ,2% either on the
job, at the home of a friend, or in a
laundry room. -

Location by Site

The percentage breakdown of the
actual location of the rape event was as

This column resulted from numerous re-
quests for information on the criminal
circumstances involved in rape in the
Houston community. This first section is
a factual description of rape occurrence
in September, 1979, based on Houston
Police Department offense reports. In
subsequent months, I will describe specif-
ic rapes that have occurred in Houston, in
an attempt to acquaint Breakthrough
readers with realistic crime circumstances.
I hope that by reading this column wo-
men will be more aware that dnyone can
be a rape victim, examine their own re-
sponses as to how they would handle a
rape confrontation, and involve themselves
in a community advocacy to eliminate
the problem.

Overview

In September, 1979, there were ap-
proximately 102 completed rapes and 20
attempted rapes, 48% of them occurring
in five police districts.

The majority of victims ate robbed as
well as raped and usually left to fend for
themselves after the event, frequently in
an unfamiliar location without their purse
or even their clothes. Occasionally, a
woman has been raped by a passing stran-
ger from whom she sought help after the
first rape. One woman, who was walking
outside, was confronted by three men in

Dr. Linda Cryer is administrator of the
City of Houston's Rape Treatment,
Detection and Prevention Program.

follows: 31 % victim's own home (67%
assailant broke into home, 23% victim
.opened door, 10% victim left door open),
26% automobile, 19% open space, 13%
assailant's home, 4% hotel/motel, 7%'
other/unknown.

Prior Relationship Between Victim and
Assailant

Regarding the prior relationship
between the victim and assailant, 78%
were strangers; 15% were acquaintances,
2% were immediate family members,
and I% was a distant relative.

Use of Weapon

In 60% of the completed rapes, the
assailant confronted the victim with a
gun, knife or some other type of weapon.
In 70% of the attempted rapes, the as-
sailant used no weapon.

Circumstances of Rape Event

During' the rape, 69% of the victims
experienced vaginal penetration, 8% ex-
perienced oral penetration, 13% were
required to perform fellatio, 2% experi-
enced cunnilingus, and 1% experienced an
object as a penetrating device.

Injuries

Injuries the victims experienced during
the rape are not always recorded on the

white, 45% were black and 10% were
Mexican-American. Victims reported that
65% of the assailants were' black, 20%
were white and 12% were Mexican-
American.

Location by Police Districts

District 6-North Houston, mainly
outside the Loop between E. Hardy and
roughly White Oak Bayou; includes area
inside the Loop between Nicholson and
Maury north of E. 11tho

District 15 -South of Brays Bayou and
the Southside Place city to the Houston
city limits; between Cullen Boulevard
and a jagged perimeter comprised of S.
Post Oak at Main, Hiram Clarke at Main
and Almeda at Orem.

District 16-Includes the University of
Houston, parts of. Montrose, Hermann
Park and Riverside, south of downtown
to Brays Bayou. This district is bounded
on the west by S. Main to Bissonnet and
extends to Kirby Drive; on the east by
Scott.

District 17 -Includes River Oaks and
Montrose areas. This district extends
from downtown and S. Main on the east
to the River Oaks Country Club on the
west and from Buffalo Bayou on the
north to roughly Bissonnet on the south.

District U-Includes parts of the
Memorial area and southwest Houston,
south of Buffalo Bayou to Westpark and
Alief Road, west of Memorial Park and
Kirby to Houston city limits.

Rationale for' Describing Rape Occur-
rence by Police Districts

The Houston Police Department pro-
tects the identity of 'victim/witnesses by
deleting the victim's identity as well as
her residence, and the specific geographic
location of the rape event on their of-
fense reports sent to me. Therefore, I
only have access to the rape incidence by
the broader geographic locations in police
districts. Staff at the police department
state, however, that if they detect through
victim reporting an offender with distinct-
ive behaviors, appearance, or dress, they
will share this information with me. This
will allow Breakthrough to alert its read-
ers to enhance community vigilance and
to assist law enforcement in apprehension.
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Media Mat£ers
by g8Jbriellecosgriff

,

We support Eleanor Tinsley
for City Council because she has a
proven record of leadership and
accomplishment for women.

Enough-too much-has already
. been written on the visit of Pope

John Paul II. The media, for the
most part, wallowed in it, abandoning
objectivity and paying scant attention to
the pope's neo-neanderthal pronounce-
ments on women, sex and homosexuals.
(For reactions from local Catholic femi-
nists, see story, p. 20)

The only other media event to ap"
proach it, at least locally, was the '\
l-found -a-co mb -he-used; l-roo ted -in-his-
garbage garbage surrounding John Travol-
ta and the filming of Urban Cowboy.

Just think what would have happened
if the pope had come to Houston. Imag-
ine His Holiness at GilleYJ~riding the
papal bull. (I shared this fantasy of the
ultimate media hype with David .Cross-
ley, who immediately dubbed it The
Urban. Cow-Pope. Wish I'd thought of
that.)

Alan Brien described the pope's stop-
over in Ireland in Punch,' the British
humour magazine': " ... for 'many Irish
people" said Brien, "the 'pope's visit is the
most transcendental happening of the
Christian era, comparable only to a stop-
over by Jesus himself."

Brien found it odd, among a rich haul
of oddities, that .Aer Lingus,' the Irish
airline, had restricted the crew of His
Holiness' plane to practicing Catholics
only.

"No one knows (the pope's) views 'on
the decision," said Brien, "but it is hardly
likely to persuade Northern extremists
that they should not dish out jobs to
their fellow Citizens' on the basis of reli-
gious allegiance.

"Personally," he continued, "I har-
bour an uneasy prejudice that good
Catholics may make bad pilots. With an
agnostic or an atheist at the controls, I
~~n ~t lp'~c;:.thp ~llTP +Irc+ 'hp <>n":lo"t"PoC' UT'at-. "t'n&>

award since Van Hightower had left
the station. Kemp implied that they
didn't know where' to contact -her..

Van Hightower received news of her
award from a woman. at the commission,

.who became "suspicious" of Kemp's
response and called around until she
located Van Hightower.

When Van Hightower called the sta-
tion, news director Ben Baldwin assured
her they had forwarded, the information
to her "weeks ago." Van Hightower
then suggested. that, since she intended to .
pick up her award in Washington, and
since KTRH had promised to send some-
one up to collect it, KTRH should pay ,
her way.

Baldwin said he agreed and asked her
to call back. Van Hightower called station
manager Kemp "numerous times" in the
next two weeks. (Baldwin ..was away from
the station.) Kemp never came to. the
phone, nor did he return her calls.

There's a certain poetic justice to the
fact that Van Hightower received a
national award for her KTRH comment-
aries. Kemp cancelled them with no
explanation to Van Hightower. He later
said that more advertising time 'was
needed. Van Hightower felt it was be-
cause her commentaries were too contro-
versial. (Her last one was particularly
critical of the police chief and the
mayor.)

."It was a thrill for me to receive that
award," said Van Hightower. "It was
something outside of 'politics. It was a
statement about a particular talent and
I just loved it. Obviously," she continued
"my time there brought credit to the sta-
tion and I would have thought they could
acknowledge that with dignity, even
though they didn't want the commen-
taries to continue."

As President ofthe Texas
Council of Child Welfare
Boards.she secured passage
of legislation to fund foster
care for neglected and
abused children, not pre-
viously covered by AFDC.

As President of the
Houston School Board,
she initiated project EVE to
provide non-stereotyped
vocati6nal training for
women. She had tho Dean
of Women raised to the
rank of Assistant principal
equal in pay and status to
their male counterparts.
She was a strong supporter
for the High School for the
PerfOrming Am, the Young

Mother's Program and she'
chaired the committee that
established our
Community College ..
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"No one knows (the pope's) views on ."It was a thrill for me to receive that AT LARGE POSITION TWO
the decision," said Brien, "but it is hardly award," said Van Hightower. "It was
likely to persuade Northern extremists something outside of 'Politics. It was a
that they should not dish out jobs to statement about a particular talent and
their fellow citizens on the basis of reli- I just loved it. Obviously:' she continued
gious allegiance. "my time there brought credit to the sta-

"Personally," he continued, "I har- tion and I would have thought they could
bour an uneasy prejudice that good acknowledge that with dignity, even
Catholics may make bad pilots. With an though they didn't want the commen-
agnostic or an atheist at the controls, I taries to continue."
can at least be sure that he shares with me Van Hightower was shocked, she said,
the conviction that the end is the end, "at the childishness and pettiness of
and after a fatal crash there is nothing people who hold responsible positions at
beyond. KTRH."

!'Who knows that for a dedicated, Congratulations to Van Hightower on
pious flyer UP front, there may not be an a well-deserved honor. (Her commentaries
unconscious thought flitting about that if in Breakthrough will resume next
he has to go, he couldn't arrive at St. month.) Congratulations also to Betty
Peter's gate with a better tour guide than Maldonado of KUHT TV whose Frida
Pope John Paul, St. Peter's successor." Kahlo a short feature on' the Mexican

Another religious observation came artist' won her an honorable mention in
from Martin Sheen, star of Apocalypse the awards. .
Now, who was interviewed recently in And a dishonorable mention to the
Rolling Stone. Sheen grew up in a small-minded management at KTRH.
staunch Catholic atmosphere-in fact, he
took his name from Archbishop J. Fulton
Sheen. Speaking of his strong ties to
Catholicism, tempered now by agnosti-
cism, Sheen explained his religious con-
victions this way: "I no longer believe in
the existence of God," he said, "but I
still believe that Mary is his mother."

O would have thought that the
anagement of KTRH Radio

_had done their worst to Nikki
Van Hightower when they fired her last
spring. (See Breakthrough, April 1979.)

Apparently not, judging from the lat-
est turn of events.

Van Hightower won first place in
1979 Women at Work Broadcast Awards
otthe National Commission on Working
Women, for her commentaries on KTRH.

Last August, the commission wrote
Van Hightower at KTRH, informed her
of the award and invited her to accept
it at a National Press Club awards pro-
gram ..

Station manager Hal Kemp wrote
back saying someone from the station
would be in Washington to collect the

i NOVEMBER 1979 •
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Inour special election issue, two
weeks ago, we reported that
State Rep. Lance Lalor, running

for a city council seat in predominantly
white, middle-class District C, had
angered some liberals and gays. He origi-
nally shied away from the Harris County
Democrats endorsement and then ac-
cepted it. He placed conditions on his
use of the Gay Political Caucus endorse-
ment-he would only use it in Montrose.

Lalor now has an updated campaign
brochure. Gone is the quote from the
liberal Texas Observer: "He can be
counted upon to stand tall for the pro-
gressive cause." In its place is this quote
from Texas Business Magazine: "Lalor
is a man who works long hours develop-
ing well-thought-out positions. Not one
to speak without knowing what he's
talking about, Lalor outshines many of
his more vocal comrades."

Gone also is the domestic-looking
photo of bachelor Lalor with a former
aide and her baby-and two baby bottles.

We try to, keep tabs on the white,
knights as well as" the blackguards.

The Nation's Number 1
Women's Professional Basketball Team

and
Houston Breakthrough

Texas' Number 1Women's newspaper

BUY
A season ticket, only $108

from Houston Breakthrough, P~O. Box 88072
Houston, Texas 77004

Only 8 tickets on hand.
Choice seats! Season starts November 17.
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WHAT'S OBSCENE?
WHO GETS HURT?
Is there a relationship between the
depiction of women in -pornography
and violence against women?

----------by NancyLaneFleming----------,

Opinions on pornography usually split down the middle, between those who cry
moral outrage and those who yell censorship. Recently.ihowever, a new opposi-
tion to pornography argues that pornography contributes to the rising incidence

of sexual attacks on women and children. Prominent among these opinion-holders is
Susan Brownmiller, author of Against Our Will: Men, Women and Rape, who contends
that pornography is anti-woman propaganda which both- suggests and encourages
violence against women. Brownmiller's organization, Women Against Pornography,
sponsored a march on Times Square in New York October 20 in which more that 5,000
people demonstrated against the po-rnography industry.

Two studies support the view that there is a relationship between the depiction of
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Opinions on pornography usually split down the middle, between those who cry
moral outrage and those who yell censorship. Recently, however, a new opposi-
tion to pornography argues that pornography contributes to the rising incidence

of sexual attacks on women and children. Prominent among these opinion-holders is
Susan Brownmiller, author of Against Our Will: Men, Women and Rape, who contends
that pornography is anti-woman propaganda which both' suggests and encourages
violence against women. Brownmiller's organization, Women Against Pornography,
sponsored a march on Times Square in New York October 20 in which more that 5,000
people demonstrated against the pornography industry.

Two studies support the view that there is a relationship between the depiction of
women in pornography and violence against women.

Laurel Holliday, author of The Violent Sex: Male Psychobiology and the Evolution
of Consciousness (reviewed in Breakthrough, July/August 1979), describes one study in
her book comparing theadrenal gland secretions in males and females watching a sexual-
ly arousing film. Although the secretions were similar during comedy and thriller films,
males secreted 'significantly more of the aggression chemical during the sexually arousing
film than the females, indicating a connection between sexual arousal and aggression in
men. (The chemical, norepinephrine prepares the body to attack.)

Edward Donnersteiri, a University of Wisconsin psychologist conducted tests from
which he, too, concluded that films depicting sexual violence stimulate male aggressive
acts against women. In a paper entitled Pornography Commission Revisited, Donnerstein
challenges the findings of the 1970 Commission on Obscenity and Pornography, and its
'conclusion that no connection exists between pornography and violence.. Donnerstein
takes issue with the often cited Commission report that pornography is a harmless out-
let and calls on his colleagues "to begin a systematic examination into the role of the
media and aggression against women."

Breakthrough has asked a group of community leaders to share their views on porn-
ography in order to give an indication of the state of thought on the subject in Houston
and to provoke further discussion. Participants were asked two question: How do you
define pornography? Do you think there isa connection between the depiction of
women in pornography and violence against women?Here are their replies. - N.L.F.

Nancy Lane Fleming produces the weekly Breakthrough program on KPFT-FM.
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HARRY CALDWELL, Chief of Police.
What is Pornography? .
I don't define. pornography. The courts
define pornography and the law defines
pornography. The law lays down certain
guidelines, but in the final analysis it's the
court that decides. The . law says that
pornography is defined as those things
that appeal to the prurient interest of the
community. And there are many com-
munities.

The only way that one can determine
whether a given article, program, work of
art, whatever, is pornographic is to sub-
mit it to a jury. The jury will then make a
decision based on the community stan-
dards as to whether that is pornographic.
Having held that Deep Throat was not
pornographic, I concluded that there
probably wasn't much that was.

In my own opinion, Deep Throat
would qualify under my definition of
pornography-those things which appeal
to a prurient interest. We felt that under
that statute, Deep Throat probably met
the criteria for pornography, but the jur-
ies did not think at that time that it did.

Now, community interests and com-

munity istandards change. I don't know
whatthey will say now: We're in abeyance
in terms of the enforcement of certain
obscenity statutes, and we will again go
with test cases under the law. My job is to
enforce the law, not to determine what a
community reads or what .it looks at or
what it uses (or self-stimulation. My job is
simply to try to enforce the law.

Obviously, it is not a priority to which
I will dedicate the majority of the Hous-
ton Police Department resources. It is one
of many priorities. The primary concern
of the Houston Police Department is the
exploitation of children in relation to
pornography. There is a segment of the
arrested-sexual-development community
whose interests are piqued by young chil-
dren engaging in sexual behavior either
with each other or with adults.

I will be very adamant in enforcement
of the statutes. So in order to determine
if they are being violated, I have to keep
them under continuous surveillance, as I
do the arrested-sexual-developmentbook-
stores, where children are likely to be ex-
ploited, or the massage parlors, where it is
riot uncommon to find young people in-
volved.

I think the media generally refers to
adult bookstores as being stores where
persons peer at naked individuals of
either sex and then peer around the
booths at each other's private parts. How
this came to be known as adult behavior,
I don't know. It would occur to me that
it's much more descriptive of arrested
sexual development.

I think that all children go through a
period of peering at their genitalia some-
where around the age of five to six. These
are persons who continue to peer at their'
genitalia and the genitalia of others, so it
would occur to me that this is more reflec-
tive of arrested sexual development than
it is adult behavior.

I don't know how it came to become
known as adult bookstores because nor-
mal sexually oriented individuals, who
have completed the cycles of psycho-sex-
ual development, generally do not find it
necessary to peer at each others' genitalia
or pictures of naked children or things of
this sort. So it. would occur to me that
this is probably arrested sexual develop-
ment rather than adult behavior.
.PQrnographJl.and Violence

models, from the pornography that de-
picts this type of behavior.

As a matter of fact, after Clockwork,
Orange was shown "around the United
States, police reported cases where gangs
tried to emulate the Clockwork Orange
type of syndrome. We see it in the movies
like The Warriors, where the young people
began to mimic the activities of the War-
rior gangs. So I have reason to believe
that these exploitations of women, and
children as well-that the model for these
things may well be emanating from the
sleazy studios or the porno shops.

GENEV A KIRK BROOKS, President of
Citizens Against Pornography.
What is Pornography?
You have to go back to the original mean-
ing of pornography to understand really
what it means now. It comes from the
Greek word porne which means prosti-
tute, and originally pornography was any
description of prostitutes in their trade.
Of course, as we use it now, it would be
any writings or pictures or anything used
to arouse great sexual desire, or to stimu-
late a person sexually.
Pornography and Violence.
As far as the connection between the way
women are shown in pornography and
the way that they are treated ... In por-
nography, women are dehumanized and
almost always shown as simply tools for
sexual gratification for men. One of the
main reasons that we oppose pornogra-
phy so violently is because of this de-
humanization of the woman and the fact
that she is just used as a tool of sexual
gratification for inen.

In pornography, if you have seen very
much pornography, you see that it gets
more and more violent, showing bestiality
and sado-masochistic acts in which there
are chains and tortures and so forth. An-
other thing about pornography which is

equate it with erotica, which is not
necessarily obscene. We as lawyers are
basically bound by what is called the
Miller standard which gives us the defini-
tion of obscenity."

We are having problems with the
amended sections of the Texas statute
under House Bill 1741 which is being
attacked in the federal courts. It is our
position that the Texas Legislature has
deviated from the requirements of Miller
vs. California, which defines as obscene
that which, as a whole, has a dominant
theme that appeals to the prurient inter-
est of the average person.

When applying contemporary com-
munity standards, it's that which depicts
or describes sexual conduct in a patently
offensive way, and that which lacks seri-
ous literary, artistic, political or scientific
value. What I find to be obscene is really
a matter of personal preference or per-
sonallike versus dislike. That .which I find
to be offensive basically would be any-
thing that deals with children in a sexual
connotation.

By that I do not mean, for example,
that I find the novel Lolita to be obscene,
because that was a very fine novel and a
very fine movie that starred Richard Bur-
ton. I do not mean something that deals
with Children in that vein. I am talking
about child-type pornography, which I
find to be obscene. It's just a matter of
my personal feelings regarding bestiality,
the sexual act with animals, which I find
to be obscene. And matters of violence I
also find to be obscene.
Pornography and Violence.
I feel that when you're talking about the
X-rated movies of today, there isn't any
more violence where women are con-
cerned, than men maybe. For example, in
the movie Deep Throat, linda Lovelace
was enjoying herself just as much as any
man was enjoying himself in the film.

I think in times past the attitude was
that women were not supposed to enjoy

~'The attitudes about women expressed in porno-
graphy seem horribly consistent with those of the
larger society in which women are victims of sex-
ual harassment at work, violent crimes in the
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genitalia and the genitalia of others, so it In pornography, if you have seen very cerned, than men maybe. For example, in
would occur to me that this is more reflec- much pornography, you see that it gets the movie Deep Throat, linda Lovelace
tive of arrested sexual development than more and more violent, showing bestiality was enjoying herself just as much as any
it is adult behavior. and sado-masochistic acts in which there man was enjoying himself in the film.

I don't know how it came to become are chains and tortures and so forth. An- I think in times past the attitude was
known as adult bookstores because nor- other thing about pornography which is that women were not supposed to enjoy
mal sexually oriented individuals, who
have completed the cycles of psycho-sex-
ual development, generally do not find it
necessary to peer at each others' genitalia
or pictures of naked children or things of
this sort. So it. would occur to me that
this is probably arrested sexual develop-
ment rather than adult behavior.
Pornography and Violence
I'll have to take an academic stand in the
middle of the road because there seems to
be, in the academic world, research that
supports two premises. One. that it does
cause a diminution of the respect for the'
female, that the female is used as an ex-
ploitative tool in pornography. There is
another equally respectable academic
school that alleges that this is a harmless'
outlet for thase individuals who have not
completed a normal adult-sexual-devel-
opment cycle.

I think it beyond my sphere as Chief
of Police to determine exactly the influ-
ence that it has. I can honestly say that I
don't know, but I can also honestly say
that in our investigation of sexual crimes
against females, it is extremely difficult
for us to make this determination. I can
only quote to you that there are two fair-
ly respectable schools of behavioral scien-
tists with diametrically opposing views on
this question.

I cannot cite for you a specific case
where the assault of a female was occa-
sioned by this sort of behavior, nor can I
cite to you any absence of proof that
these sorts of things might result in agres-
siveness towards females, Most sexual of-
fenses towards females are not sexually
oriented. They are aggresively oriented,
and this seems to be pretty characteristic.
. It would occur to me that it is through

the pornographic presentations of sadism
and masochism that those practitioners
learn the techniques to be used, and the
paraphernalia to be used. The art by
which they exercise these things is prob-
ably learned as most human behavior is
learned. They learn what techniques to
use and what equipment to use, and what
they define, I would expect, to be role

sex, that they were just supposed to be
sex objects. Men were the only ones that
were supposed to enjoy sex. But the
world has changed and women have be-
come human beings. We're permitted now,
and entitled to enjoy sexual matters as
much as men do. .

I think it is interesting to note that if
you go to the book stores or theaters
you'll find that, in most cases, half of the
customers are female. If you go to any of
the X-rated movies, quite often you'll see
a couple of women in the theater, and the
bulk of the customers are couples. I don't
think any of these people feel that wom-

'en are being discriminated .against or
treated with violence.

Furthermore, I don't feel that the mat-
ters that you see depicted stimulate vio-
lence towards women. I don't think that
the depictions, for example, of women in
Playboy or Hustler create any more vio-
lence towards women than pictures of the
nude male in Playgirl cause and create
violence towards men.
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"The attitudes about women expressed in porno-
graphy seem horribly consistent with those of the
larger society in which women are victims of sex-
ual harassment at work, violent crimes in the
street and rape in the marital bed. "

-Dr. VirginiaDavidson
so damaging, is that in almost all cases
where snuff murders occur (films or pho-
tographs depicting an actual murder of a
sexual object) or where there is sex abuse
of children, there is always an abundance
of pornographic material found' there.

The book Show Me, which is extreme-
ly pornographic but is published as a sex
education book for children, shows all
sorts of acts, even the act of oral sodomy,
as acceptable behavior. That book was
found so often in homes where incest was
discovered that it received special men-
tion in State Rep. Ralph Wallace's report
in Austin.

So this is pornography that is used to
damage children and encourage them in
sexual relationships.

This is apparently .an acceptable book
that can be obtained from the public li-
brary to encourage children to do the
things in this book, and that leads to
other acts. Of course, when people are
disappointed with the gratification or the
lack of gratification they receive from
one act, they go on to something. more
and more extreme, and that's why you
get such a build up of violence in sex.

MARIAN ROSEN, Attorney participating
in the federal lawsuit in which a group of
theaters and bookstores as complainants
are seeking to have the amendments to
the Texas obscenity statute held uncon-
stitutional.
What is Pornography?
In defining pornography, I actually

10
, ),

JOE SPIEGEL, President of Theaters
West.
What is Pornography r-.
I've never really thought about defining
pornography. I would call what we're in-
volved in "sexually explicit movies." We
don't deal in any other things like books
and massage parlors. I guess an overall
definition would be .sexually explicit
material or magazines or books that de-
scribe sexually explicit material, That
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would be a working definition of porno-
graphy. I don't have any bad connota-
tions that it is something dirty or any-
thing like that.
Pornography and Violence.
Absolutely no connection. The surveys
that have been done show that if you see
enough pornography, long enough, it be-
comes boring to you. It doesn't create
any antisocial behavior, so the way wom-
en are portrayed in it, although it might
not be exactly the way some women
would like to see women portrayed,
doesn't excite men to go out and commit
rape. Rapes are acts of violence, not acts
of a sexual nature.

I'm talking about adults. Showing vio-
lence or sexually oriented 'material to
children is not something that I· would
recommend. I think by the time an adult
is old enough to see a motion picture
with violence or a sexually explicit scene.x
he should be able to handle it. If a per-
son's not stable enough-to handle it, then
he has other problems and the movie isn't
going to have a major effect on him.

What I'm saying is that there might be
one tenth of one percent that might see
The Godfather and go out" and shoot
somebody, or see an X-rated movie and
rape somebody. But those types of people
are not normal, and that's not the people
that are going to motion pictures today
or buying Playboy magazine or Hustler or
whatever. You can't restrict society to
protect it from everything because if you
do that, virtually nothing would be legal.
Some guy might have seen The Texas
Chain Saw Massacre and gone out and
killed somebody and decapitated them,
but you can't just outlaw all movies on
violence because one person might do the
extreme. The same goes for sexually ex-
.plicit movies.

JUNE ARNOLD, Novelist and founder
of Daughters, Inc., a feminist press.
Pornography and Violence.
I definitely think there's a connection. In
fact, I think that's the central point. The
problem of pornography for feminists is
how pornography affects all women, not
just the ones who submit to the movie or
stage show for salary,

becomes more widespread and more
violent. The problem is that the liberals
who are afraid of the infringement upon
the freedom. of speech are frightened of
laws against porn.' Liberals are now
beginning to focus on the violence that
results from the fact that a class of people
are objects to be used.
What is Pornography?
I think what we should do is redefine
pornography. I looked at a dictionary
definition, and my dictionary says it's
that which is obscene .or offends mod-
esty. With a general definition like that,
every case is going to the Supreme Court
because nobody knows whatthat means.
But what if we redefine it to mean "that
sexual material which can be shown to
lead to direct violence against a segment
of the community."

In the same way that we're insisting
that rape is not a sexual act but a crime
of assault, this definition would take the
obscenity laws out of the totally nebu-
lous area of sexual morality. We still
wouldn't solve the problem of the woman
growing up to see herself as an object, but
we would at least solve the second prob-
lem. I suppose that the second problem is
the more immediate problem-the in-
creasing rape and mutilation of women.

GAIL PADGETT, Representative of the
Houston Rape Crisis Coalition.
What is Pornography?
Usually I think of pornography as any
kind of graphic display--that is degrading
to women. Obviously that leaves a lot of
room for subjectivity. I usually think of it
as involving nudity or near nudity, but
not always. I'm thinking particularly of
advertisments. For instance, women's
clothes. I've seen some really masochistic
displays of women modelling raincoats,

. with an umbrella pointed at one model's
stomach or head, suggesting violence. The
raincoats are worn with nothing under-
neath so you have the idea of exhibition-
ism. The women are glaring at each other
in a threatening way.

Even though that doesn't involve nudi-
ty, I think of it as pornography because
it's using the woman's body to merchan-
dise the clothes, and it's degrading to the
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prietors of these shops by simply going in
and looking at some of the stuff.
Pornography and Violence.
There is obviously a connection between
pornography and any- kind of pictorial
display of women being abused and dom-
inated by men, particularly sexually. One
large city found that 72 percent of the
rapists and sex offenders apprehended
had pornography in their possession. '

In Houston, our police have so little
money that data collection is a joke, so I
have no idea what kind of statistics might
be generated locally.

Proponents of First Amendment rights
say all you have to do is look at the Scand-
inavian countries, where porn is legal
and freely available, to see that sex crimes
have decreased. What actually happened
is that immediately after the legalization,
sex crimes did decrease, but since then
sexual crimes against women have been
following the same spiralling pattern of
increase we've seen all over the world,
particularly here in the United States.

One thing that I see as really damaging
about pornography is that both porno-
graphy and prostitution give men the idea
that they have a right to women's bodies;
that they have a right to buy pictures of
women involved' in sexual activities; that
they have a right to buy a prostitute.

Anything that can be bought can be
stolen. More and more often we're seeing
men raping women and living out their
sexual fantasies as they do with paid-for
prostitutes. It doesn't take a very active
imagination to realize that they're picking
these ideas up from pornography.

11

The stories we hear from the survivors
who call us at the Rape Hotline are right
out of the porn magazines: women tied
up in fetal positions with dogs set upon
them to rape them anally or vaginally;
women raped by two men at once, one
vaginally and one anally; and one woman
who was raped vaginally simultaneously
by two men.

Many of the rapists spend hours with
the victim, having sex with her in dozens
of different ways, pushing, pulling, and
tearing her body into different positions,
and constantly asking her how, she likes
it ... They are acting out masochistic, vi-
olent fantasies on rape victims, often
using mirrors in the victim's bedroom to
make her watch what they're doing to
her, or to watch themselves. They need so
much visual feedback, that you can see
these crimes coming from the pages of
pornography.

For so long, we've been saying that
rape is not an act of sex but violence.
What we've' done is educate a lot of wom-
en to the notion that there's a big differ-
ence between being raped and making
love. What we've obscured, however, is
the fact that for the rapist this is sex, and
it's very violent sex.

Many times the rapist's sexual impulse
is turned on by violence and by forcing a
woman to do something against her will.
That's exactly what pornography is all
about-having the woman tied up unable
to move, her body contorted into posi-
tions that are not pleasant or stimulating
to her sexually.

Any woman looking at those pictures
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JUNE ARNOLD, Novelist and founder
of Daughters, Inc., a feminist press.
Pornography and Violence.
I definitely think there's a connection. In
fact, I think that's the central point. The
problem of pornography for feminists is
how pornography affects all women, not
just the ones who submit to the movie or
stage show for salary.

I think there are two primary effects.
The first one is that women in early ado-
lescence learn to see their sexuality as
something to be exhibited and cut off the
possibility of integrating their sexuality
into a total human life-in order to use
sexual energy for love, adventure and
creativity.

They learn to see their body as an ob-
ject and either detach themselves from it
as something that's ugly or dangerous, or
capitalize on it to' manipulate what they
want. I think adolescent males learn to
view women as objects in the same way
and cut themselves off from their sex-
uality.

So the first major point is that porno-
graphy encourages women to see them-
selves as objects. I think there should be
a law right this minute that porn estab-
lishments can't advertise in public with
pictures of naked women and signs saying
"totally nude girls." They're on public
streets and I really feel deeply insulted as
a woman every time Ipass one.

'The second point is that porn's main
function is to stimulate the viewer. As the
viewer becomes jaded, porn ups the ante.
We've seen that violence plus sex is twice
as stimulating. We know from reading
Laurel Holliday's The Violent Sex that
males experience violence sexually. While
we're passing laws that tavern owners can
be 'held responsible if a customer leaves
his place drunk and kills someone driving
home, we might consider a law that holds
porn' establishments responsible if a man
leaves a movie or bar and commits rape
on the way home.

The women who've been working on
the social effects of pornography have
amply demonstrated that rape and sexual
mutilation and murder increase as porn

vmg nudity or near nuCln-Y;-but
not always. I'm thinking particularly of
advertisments. For instance, women's
clothes. I've seen some really masochistic
displays of women modelling raincoats,
with an umbrella pointed at one model's
stomach or head, suggesting violence. The
raincoats are worn with 'nothing under-
neath so you have the idea of exhibition-
ism. The women are glaring at each other
in a threatening way.

Even though that doesn't involve nudi-
ty, I think of it as pornography because
it's using the woman's body to merchan-
dise the clothes, and it's degrading to the
women because it's violent.

So many people, particularly women,
don't know anything about pornography.
They think of it as the Playboy center-
fold, the frontal view of, an unclothed
woman. They find that somewhat objec-
tionable because they object to public
nudity. But this kind of thing doesn't in-
clude the violence or degradation that we
protest as SQ terribly destructive-violence
against women in the media, the use of
chains and' whips, women who are bound.

Susan Brownmiller is leading tours of
New York City's red light districts, not
only to confront the people who frequent
the shops, but also to let women know
just how damaging and dangerous this
stuff is, how much of it involves children,
how much involves animals, and how
much of it is not just distasteful but clear-
ly violent.

The Rape Crisis Coalition wants to be-
gin these tours here so that we can edu-
cate ourselves. A lot of people join the
Rape Crisis Coalition because they want
to help the survivors of rape attacks.
They're coming to us for varied reasons
with the idea of doing good and they're
not usually feeling anger at what caused
the rape or understanding the dynamics
of rape.
. Many of them, expecially the men,

have defended pornography saying that it
has no connection 'with rape and sexual
abuse. Again, they're not focusing on the
violent pornography or kiddie porn, but
the Playboy centerfold. We have the Bel- '
laire Newsstand right here where they sell
plastic vaginas in the back room. I think
it would be a good consciousness-raising
technique to see how much hostility a
group of us-particularly if we're all
women-arouse in the customers and pro-
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derstand what goes on in that strata, and
to outlaw that film is dangerous to femi-
nists beca\MIe it means we don't want to
discuss the subject, and we want to pre-
tend it doesn't exist. But it does exist,
and ignoring a problem has never made it
go away. I don't think censorship will
ever solve the problem of our attitudes
about sex. In fact, censorship is oppres-
sion and oppression makes the problem
worse. Pornography is just a negative
word for what might be considered eroti-
cism by other people. You can't do it by

2 censorship because one person's art is an-8 other's pornography.
>- Pornography and Violence

fM\W;W1H!{:Ii"w;1M,w:7" H::;'F":j%%l;\~j@N:fMm@%W'~ Violence bothers me more than nudity or
sexuality on the screen. In fact, I think

.. our whole censorship system is geared
toward the wrong issue. It should be di-
rected more towards violence than nudity
or explicit sex. I would be more suppor-
tive of that, and I think that's what fem-
inists are talking about. An X-rated movie
ought to be one that shows extreme vi-
olence, like Halloween, or some I've seen
in which the violence level is sustained all
the way through with hacking and horri-
ble stuff. I'm not sure kids should see
these films or at least they or their parents
should know what they're going to see.
The rating system should be based on the
violent quotient rather than the sexual
quotient, but Halloween, which is one of
the most offensive movies that I can
think of recently, is a PG-rated movie. If
it is true, if studies do show that seeing
violent behavior causes aggressive behav-
ior, then that movie would certainly con-
tribute to it. You have to distinguish
between sex and violence.

knows that's not the sort of thing that
stimulates a woman .sexually. There's ob-
viously nothing we can do to stop porno-
graphy because it's big business. But I
hope that through educating people about
the violence involved in it and the damage
it does to us on the street and in our own
homes, we can' educate some of the folks
who are so adamant against censorship.
For example, the reason we don't have
Ku Klux Klan material on display in our
supermarkets is that it's offensive to us.
Pornography is offensive to us too. Until
we begin to appreciate that offensiveness
and demand that it be eliminated, it will
continue to flourish.

RON WATERS, State Representative for
Montrose - Heights - Fourth Ward.
What is Pornography?

I see the feminist concern about porn-
ography and I share it, but I am first
motivated by tl}.eFirst Amendment rights
of freedom from censorship. I understand
the concern women have over sexploita-
tion, but I think there's a difference
between it and what some people call
pornography. Most pornography is sex-
ploitation of both males and females
because it continues stereotypes and
simplistic attitudes. Some pornography is
eroticism and some of it is just junk, but
all of it is protected by the Constitution.
Even if it weren't, it should be in a free
society.

I think the same people who are anti-_ ••••. L __

selves how this hurts women and what we
want 'to do about it. Another thing is to
join Women Against Violence Against
Women or Women Against Violence in
Pornography and Media. I think there's
an organization opposing violence against
children, too. At the very least we could
send our money in-the lowest level of
participation.

I do have another point. I think' that
this issue of pornography is an excellent.
opportunity for men who are interested
in becoming involved in the women's
movement. This would be one of the easi-
est issues for them to grab hold of. It in-
volves their mothers, sisters, children,
wives, lovers. It would be an issue that

- they might be comfortable working on,
and it's an issue that affects them, too,
because boys are receiving the same tapes
girls are. I consider a lot of commercials
on TV fringing on pornography, although
I realize that's a radical viewpoint.
They're using sex to sell a product, and to
me that's pornography.

MARJORIE RANDAL, Member, Educa-
tion Task Force, Texas NOW; Anthropol-
ogist; Member, American Association of
University Women.
What is Pornography?
Pornography is associated, I think, with
violence and submission and degradation
and turning people, particularly women,
into objects. It seems to enforce the as-
sociation of sexual performance with
dominance, with objectification, and this
is an unfortunate tendency for human
beings.

There are some psychologists (and I
think they're all men) saying sado-maso-
chism is necessary for eroticism; that it is
a part of eroticism; that as long as no-
body gets hurt it's okay. But how are you
going to define "hurt?" It seems rather
odd that the people who are into sado-
masochism seem to be male.

A powerless class that's nearby (some
members of which are in every man's life)
is very handy for men to project all their
frustrations on.

MICKEY LELAND, United States Repre-
sentative.
What is Pornography?
To me, pornography is the characteriza-
tion of the obscene physical presence of
bodies that projects some kind of sexual
message. There's a thin line that Ihave to
recognize between art in a sanitary form
and pornography on the other hand
which, by my definition, elicits some
kind of arousal on the part of the people
who view that characterization. I'm not
sure that I can really make that distinc-
tion.

I can see the difference in my mind be-
tween something artful, something artisti-
cally erotic, and something that's totally
obscene. There's such a thin line between
what's good because that's determined by
one's values. It's determined by society's
overall view of what is decent and what is
obscene, and in those parameters you
have various points of view about what is
real art and what's pornography.
Pornography and Violence.
I'm struggling between my liberal views
about the presentation of the body by
the media and also my concern about
whether or not that does stimulate the
perverted person to sexually assault, not
only women, but also children and, to
some degree, men.

Without .any real scientific analyses,
my feeling is that there is a vital connec-
tion there. I don't frequent pornographic
materials at all. But having seen porno-
graphic materials, I can tell you that I
have been stimulated and aroused. My
own personal testimony is that in viewing
pornographic materials I have felt some
arousal, but at the same time, I have a
balanced feeling about it. I overcome

~

B. D. DEAN, Owner of B. D. & Daughter,
feminist, bookstore.
What is Pornography?
To me, pornography results any time the
media exploits and degrades women's
bodies for profit. This is increasingly as-
sociated with violence. There seem to be I 'B h h d n t ·t .. th
about three different camps within the ott pomograp y an pros l ton glve men e
women's movement on the subject of idea that thev have a right to women's bodies a
pornography. There are what we might .' J • .• '
call the individualist feminists-where I fight to buy a prostitute. Anything that can be
would put myself. Within that camp ex- b h 'b 1 ' ,
ists a double standard. Although I don't oug t can e sto en~: ......; .
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motivated by the First Amendment rights chism is necessary for eroticism; that it is graphic materials, I can tell you that I
of freedom from censorship. I understand B. D. DEAN, Owner of B. D. & Daughter, a part of eroticism; that as long as no- have been stimulated 'and aroused. My
the concern women have over sexploita- feminist· bookstore. body gets hurt it's okay. But how are you own personal testimony is that in viewing
tion, but I think there's a difference What is Pornography? going to define "hurt?" It seems rather pornographic materials I have felt some
between it and what some people call To me pornography results any time the odd that the people who are into sado- arousal, but at the same time, I have a
pornography. Most pornography is sex- media' exploits and degrades women's masochism seem to be male. balanced feeling about it. I overcome
ploitation of both males and females bodies for profit. This is increasingly as-
because it continues stereotypes and sociated with violence. There seem to be
simplistic attitudes. Some pornography is about three different camps within the
eroticism and some of it is just junk, but women's movement on the subject of
all of it is protected by the Constitution. pornography. There are what we might
Even if it weren't, it should be in a free call the individualist feminists-where I
society. would put myself. Within that camp ex-

I think the same people who are anti- ists a double standard. Although I don't
pornography, with the exception of want some man taking pictures of me and
feminists who are coming from a different profiting from it, I might look at a
angle, for the most part are the people women-loving-women book or something
who would also censor discussions of like that.
birth control, abortion and anything else At the music festivals, for example,
they consider immoral. My whole per- you see women running around in under-
spective is that discussion or depiction of wear labeled with women's symbols and
that kind of thing .can have redeeming people like that and think that's neat.
social value if it raises people's conscious- But, on the other hand, they don't want
ness or their ire, as it obviously does to some man coming in there taking pictures
some people, and makes them think of it. S6' you have a double standard, I
about the current roles between men and think. What is art to one person might
women. make another one extremely sexually

This anti-pornography bill that was aroused and, at the same time, disgust
passed outlaws the movie Pre-tty Baby, another. .
about a 12-year-old prostitute. Though it Another .point to consider is a person's
may be sexploitation, I found it a worth-, right to make money. If a person wants
while movie because it helps people un- to pose for certain pictures or be in cer-

tain films, things like that, most of us
don't want to interfere with that right.

Another camp within the movement
seems to be the civil libertarian feminists
who talk about freedom of the press and
consenting adults. Then there's the third
camp-the [radical] feminists who object
to showing women's bodies for profit. I
think all women within the movement
would be opposed to the use of minors,
violence or bondage of any kind in maga-
zines or films. I think those topics would
unite all three camps.
Pornography and Violence.
That's the way they're selling sex. It's be-
coming almost synonymous with violence.
I think the main danger is to the young
people who are growing up with these
kinds of tapes going on in their heads all
the time. Of course, the most immediate
danger is to women because it takes from
us. (think we have to take a stand.

Number one, women can go in and see
what [materials are for sale] and ask our-

"Both pornography and prostition give men the
idea that they have a right to women's bodies, a
right to buy a prostitute. Anything that can be
bought can be stolen. "

-Gail Padgett

Females are encouraged to be maso-
chists. In fact they have been told now
for two generations, by the most eminent
psychologists, that they are masochists. It
is assumed that men are free to do what-
ever they wish, and often what they wish
is sadistic. I think it unfortunate that this
is being said because it reinforces the
power structure .that already exists,
contending that women have to put up
with whatever men want to do.

I don't think it is very feminist to say
that sado-masochism is a necessary part
of eroticism, not as long as the present
power inequity exists. If this were a really
free, world and everyone were autono-
mous, then you might talk about it as a
free choice. Now, I think it's nothing but
propaganda. .
Pornography and Violence.
If you define pornography very broadly
as the objectification of women as in
Playboy and Penthouse, then you would
have to say that a lot of men have been
encouraged to think that women are like
pieces of furniture; that they're just par-
ticularly nice things to have in your play-
boy pad. Therefore, I think that men are
being turned away from their own inner
needs; that this is a rip-off-a commercial
rip-off-that doesn't meet the deepest
erotic needs of anybody.

If women are objects, if you cannot
relate to them as people, obviously it
doesn't matter what happens to them, so
you can work out your aggressive fantas-
sies on these objects. I think that's what
some men are doing. It's easy to blame
somebody else for the bad things in life.

that arousal by taking a sane attitude.
. Yet I can feel that people who are, for
lack of a better term, weaker than I am
psychologically, might be inspired to go
out and attack someone sexually. It's a
horrendous kind of acknowledgement,
but I just feel that people get so involved
in that feeling that it overcomes their ob-
jectivity and morality.

Action to limit or even prohibit some
of these things is a very complicated sub-
ject because it could involve a violation of
First Amendment rights. The whole en-
terprise system sometimes tends to over-
whelm the moral thrust of what we
should be about. Therefore, people talk
about free commercialization, the free-
dom to project pornographic materials in
whatever form to the public, because it's
a means of making money. To me, that's
somewhat unconscionable, but I don't
want to sit. as some kind of religious,
moral judge.

BEVERLY HEBERT, member of Steer-
ing Committee, St. Joan's Alliance; mem-
ber of Women Against Violence in Porno-
graphy and Media.
Pornography and Violence.
I can answer (the second question more
easily] than the first. I think there is a
definite connection. I think that the un-
derlying .attitudes are similar; they're de-
humanizing attitudes towards women and
their sexuality.

Now to define pornography. I'm well
aware that what I'm telling you is a per-
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sonal value judgment rather than some
kind of legal definition, but the way I
distinguish between pornography and sex-
ually explicit material is (that) the thrust
of pornography (is) exploitive, dehuma-
nizing, an invasion of personal privacy
and dignity. I'm glad that more .feminists
are getting interested in this issue because
I don't think it's an issue that should be
controlled by the prudes of the world
versus people who say they're for sexual
liberation and don't really care anything
about women or the kind of world we
live in. I think it's definitely a feminist is-
sue and I think it's time that we realized
-it's a symptom of sexism and we have to
contend with it on that level. I think, too,
that feminists have too often gotten
tricked into standing up for pornography
because of First Amendment freedoms
and the fact that we almost tend at times
to be knee-jerk liberals. I think that we
ought to study exactly what the legal i;'\

, sues are and be very",clear in our own
minds how the Supreme Court came to
interpret different matters, we. ought to
remember that women haven't ever had
representation on the Supreme Court.

/

if.

TWISS BUTLER, Member, Education
Task Force, Texas ,NOW; League of
Women Voters Representative, Bay Area
Title IX Coalition.
What is Pornography?
Pornography is communication that de-
humanizes people. It's not a matter of
something which could be called moral,
or which has to do with people's sexual
attitudes. It has to do only with treating
human beings as objects for other people's
purposes. Viewing women as something
non-human means that they are viewed as'
different from men. It separates them
from men and, therefore, makes it possi-
ble to treat them in 'ways that would not
be considered civilized if human beings
were being.dealt with.
Pornography and Violence.
I think a great many people are basically
opposed to censorship. At the same time,
feminist thinkers are very conscious of
the violent attitudes towards women and
the amount of hatred and anger towards
women that our whole social condition-
ino """m" to p.nVp.nOp.T A~ r-hild ren hovs

dism masochism and all the perversions.
In' p'ornography the individual partici-
pants are dehumanized and degraded to
the extent that they have no identity as
people, but are merely actors engaged in
gratifying sexual instincts. But pornogra-
phy is barren of all themes which imply
caring, mutuality and respect for the
"other" .
Pornography and Violence.

Depicting women as victims and/or
participants in degrading forms of sexual
behavior is a powerful comment on the
status and roles of women in our culture.
In addition to the explicit degradation is
the message that women enjoy this behav-
ior in pornography and it seems to me
only one step away from suggesting that
women would also "enjoy" decapitation,
maiming, and, of course, rape and bat-
tery. The attitudes about women ex-
pressed in pornography seem horribly
consistent, even if more 'extreme, with
those of the larger society in which wo-
men are victims of sexual harassment at
work, violent crimes in the street, and
rape in the marital bed. Exactly the same
could be said for children, whose abuse in
pornography parallels societal insensitivi-
ty to a' child's right to freedom from sex- .
ual abuse by his or her elders. Pornogra-
phy, it seems to me, is a part of our cul-
ture and its themes and views about wo-
men are consistent with the most sinister

'and hideous violent crimes committed a-
gainst women.

CILIA TERESA, Board Member, Ms.
Foundation for Women; Board Member,
Houston Council on Human Relations.
What is Pornography?
Personally, I define pornography as de-
personalization of human sexuality. From
the pornographic material that I have
seen (and I'm referring particularly to vis-
ual material) I think that the emphasis is
definitely not on the erotic, which takes
in sensuality as well as sexuality.

Pornography focuses only on the as-
pect of sexuality that is mainly concerned
with genitalia of both males and females,
for the most part depicting the female as
a total object with which anything goes,
any form of violence, anything that the
rrrind "an imazine rloin~ to an ohiect.
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purposes. Viewing women as so.mething
non-human means that they are VIewed as
different from men. It separates them
from men and, therefore, makes it possi-
ble to treat them in 'ways that would not
be considered civilized if human beings
were being.dealt with.
Pornography and Violence.
I think a great many people are basically
opposed to censorship. At the same time,
feminist thinkers are very conscious of
the violent attitudes towards women and
the amount of hatred and anger towards
women that our whole social condition-
ing seems to engender. As children, boys
and girls are encouraged to be lovers:
"Johnny has a girlfriend, Judy has a boy-
friend." And they're encouraged to be
enemies: "No girls allowed." "I hate girls."
There's no encouragement for boys and
girls to be friends. So our generally ap-
proved social conditioning doesn't really
allow for normal relationships between
men and women as co-equals. It's against
this background that we look at porno-
graphy. Pornography allows men to work
out against women all the pathologically
mixed feelings that seem to be trained
into them. This is truly a matter of con-
cern, truly a matter of fear to women,
and feeds the conviction that porno-
graphy, because it dehumanizes women,
facilitates violent actions against women.

I've been very interested in what Susan
Brownmiller is doing. 1think she's on the
right track because she's not calling for
censorship. She is insisting that people
look at what pornography says and does.
In other words, she is saying, if you truly
educate yourself about what pornography
is, you will certainly not be a consumer,
and you will be actively hostile in any
way that you can be within the law.

YIRGINIA DAVIDSON, M.D., Psychia-
trist.
What is Pornography?
I think pornography is a value-laden term
which refers to the depiction of unaccep-
table sexual behavior, Now, just what is
unacceptable varies a lot from society to
society and from period to period within
a given society, but pornography's themes
are always those of the sexual instincts:
voyeurism, fetishism, exhibitionism, sa-

What is Pornography?
Personally, I define pornography as de-
personalization of human sexuality. From
the pornographic material that I have
seen (and I'm referring particularly to vis-
ual material) I think that the emphasis is
definitely not on the erotic, which takes
in sensuality as well as sexuality.

Pornography focuses only on the as-
pect of sexuality that is mainly concerned
with genitalia of both males and females,
for the most part depicting the female as
a total object with which anything goes,
any form of violence, anything that the
mind can imagine doing to an object.
When you depersonalize a human being,
there's no concern for their dignity, and
this is what I find in pornography.

I find it offensive, even though liberals
have said that its okay because of free-
dom of the press and freedom of expres-
sion. For me it isn't. I think 'it would if
you were male and you didn't think
about how it affects the female.

By the same token, pornography ex-
tends itself to children., Once you have
objectified the female body it's the next
logical step to' seek other outlets. Then it
has to be what the male considers the ul-
timate victim, which is children. I'm sur-
prised that people think it's terrible to
show pornographic material with chil-
dren, and yet they feel it's okay when
two adults are involved, even though one
is really not portrayed as a human being.

Seeing children as objects of sexuality
is an extension of objectifying a female.
Children in our society are seen as the ex-
tension of women, and men have never
really related to children as human
beings.
Pornography and Violence.
I do see a definite connection. It has been
denied by various reports, but I think
lately there have been conflicting ideas on

. it. In the beginning, if we take it back to
the sixties or early seventies when Deep
Throat came into the picture, the liberals
were saying that there was absolutely no
connection between pornography and
rape and other crimes of violence against
women.

Now I have read other reports that
testify to the contrary. Persons arrested

'for violent crimes against women, sexual
crimes, had pornographic material in their
possession or were addicted to porno-

graphy. I think it's a form of addiction
rather than something that is done casual-
ly. I think it is an addiction that implies
very violent feelings against the female.

The connection with violence is due to
the total objectification of sexuality in
pornography. And not only women are
objectified. Men objectify their own
organ, as well. They don't objectify their
sexuality per se, they objectify their
organ; and the human being becomes re-
moved from his instrument of sexuality
and he sees it as a weapon.

I've always wondered how a man can
view his sexual organ as both a weapon
and an instrument of love. I think it's be-
cause they' divorce sensuality so much, or
try to separate' it, from sexuality. Sensu-
ality has a lot to do with emotion and
feeling, with all the senses, and is not con-
centrated on the genital organ.

/ DASSIA PORPER, Co-Director, Houston
Chapter of the American Civil Liberties
Union.
What is Pornography?
I have no answer because I don't believe'
there is such a thing. The Supreme Court
came down with a very vague answer,
which would mean that it is defined dif-
ferently in every area of the country. So
I think it's a question that cannot be an-
swered. People think different things are
pornographic. I think violence is porno-
graphic; other people think sex is porno-
graphic. I don't know what it means act-
ually. I don't go by Geneva Kirk Brooks'

definition. Ihave no definition for it.
Pornography and Violence.
I can't answer that. I think the way wom-
en are depicted is degrading, but whether
this 'leads to violence, I have no way of
knowing. I understand that when the Su-
preme Court was dealing with this issue
of pornography, they said, as part of their
decision, that they could find no direct
correlation between pornography and vio-
lence. Ihave not seen any of these studies.

I' understand that a lot of women are
claiming this correlation. But I think that
you must actually prove there is a correla-
tion. And in some cases, if it can be
proved, it might be considered a criminal
act to print something that will cause
violence.

I do not ever want a governmental
agency telling people in this country what
they can and cannot read, what they can
and cannot write, what they can and can-
not listen to. Because once the govern-
ment tells you one thing is pornographic,
that opens up the gate to have them tell
you almost anything that disagrees with
them is pornographic, obscene, whatever.
Censorship at any level by government
sanction is a violation of the Constitu-
tion's Bill of Rights.

Feminists have always been. censored.
Look what's happened to Judy Chicago.
That is censorship. I think that the fact
that no establishment here in town would
invite Judy Chicago's Dinner Party down
here is a form of censorship of women's
art, and I don't want anybody making
that decision ever. I want an open mar-
ketplace.
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•••Defending the Constitution

The Houston chapter carried a heavy caseload this past year

.- ~ ~ byCarolNelkin-------------------------------- ,
How often have you heard someone say, "Oh, sure, I know all about the ACLU-
They're the ones who defend the Nazis," or "They're the ones who want to pro-
tect criminals by turning the prisons into country clubs and doing away with the
death penalty," or "The ACLU, aren't they the ones who take the prayers out of
the schools and keep pornography on the newstands?"

Statements of this nature never cease to make me cringe,"not only because they
imply a disagreement with the substantive issues the ACLU is involved in, but per-
haps even more because they show such an incredible misunderstanding of what the
ACLU is all about.

Why is it that the image of the ACLU is so amorphous that many view us as the
most radical of radical groups and others (frequently our friends) view us as the
most moderate of mainstream movements?

I believe that at least part of the reason the ACLU is viewed as it is lies in the
'fact that our society has become a single issue society. Even within the member-
ship of the ACLU there are many people who are interested in only one of our
various projects-whether it be prisoners' rights, women's rights, gay rights, voting
rights or anyone of the numerous issues supported and defended by the ACLU.

Please don't misunderstand what I am saying. To those who work for and cont-
tribute to the ACLU because we are involved in their favorite issue, we are pleased
with their participation in the ACLU. We could not exist without their support
and we are most appreciative of it. I am simply trying to stress that the ACLU's
single issue-the preservation of the Constitution-is a multifaceted, complex issue
which is not to be confused with its myriad parts.

The preservation of the Bill of Rights of the United States Constitution is, in my
opinion,' a most laudable and noble goal and, if one is to have a single issue to
pursue, ours is one which I should think would be shared by a much larger segment

I I of_the._no.oulace._than_is...l:e.f1ectecL.b.:v_the_memhershiD~r_Qste.rs~of the ACLD. _

cause of interest in a single issue, we have in the past lost many of our members due
to their disagreement with a position taken by the ACLU on a particular issue. I
emphasize that the ACLU must not be viewed on a case by case, issue by issue
basis. .

The ACLU is voting rights and gay rights and women's rights and prisoners'
rights and free speech rights and privacy rights and religious freedom rights. We do
defend Nazis and murderers, pornographers and. other controversial people. But
what we really do is defend the Constitution of the United States. To my know-
ledge we are the only major national organization which has such a goal as its pri-
mary purpose for existence.

To the extent we have not emphasized our primary purpose we have failed in
one important aspect of our work-that is to educate whenever and whomever we
can about the importance of the preservation of the Constitution to' the freedom.
and dignity of humanity.

. One has only to pick up a newspaper and read about the events in Iran to ap-
preciate the meaning of freedom of speech, freedom of religion and due process
of law. It is the Constitution which gives us these rights and it is the ACLU which
insures their continuity.

Dassia Porper, Matthew Horowitz and Joan Glantz, our hardworking board of
directors, our distinguished past chairpersons, our outstanding cooperating attor-
neys and volunteers, and all our members and supporters, understood how impor-
tant constitutional principles are and have worked so diligently to see them pro-
tected. The ACLU's past achievements are things we can all be proud of. In tribute
to all those who have worked so tirelessly, we will not be divided by single issues
nor will we fashion our goals so narrowly as to lose sight of the overall purposes of
the ACLU and the awesome responsibilities inherent in our goal.

----~~, .LI2LJ_l I I
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ship of the ACLU there ~re ma~y peo~le. who are int~re~ted in only one of <?ur - ~ne has only t? pick up a newspaper and read about th~ ~vents in Iran to ap-
various projects-whether It be pnsoners nghts, women s nghts, gay rights, voting preciate the meamng of freedom of speech, freedom of religion and due process
rights or anyone of the numerous issues supported and defended by the ACLU. of law. It is the Constitution which gives us these rights and it is the ACLU which

Please don't misunderstand what I am saying. To those who work for and cont- insures their continuity.
tribute to the ACLU because we are involved in their favorite issue, we are pleased Dassia Porper, Matthew Horowitz and Joan Glantz, our hardworking board of
with their participation in the ACLU. We could not exist without their support directors, our distinguished past chairpersons, our outstanding cooperating attor-
and we are most appreciative of it. I am simply trying to stress that the ACLU's neys and volunteers, and all our members and supporters, understood how impor-
single issue-the preservation of the Constitution-is a multifaceted, complex issue tant constitutional principles are and have worked so diligently to see them pro-
which is not to be confused with its myriad parts. tected. The ACLU's past achievements are things we can all be proud of. In tribute

Th,e preservation of the Bill of Rights of the l!nited ~tates Constitu.tion i~, in my to all.those wh~ have worked so tirelessly, we will n.ot be divided by single issues
opinion, a most laudable and noble goal and, If one IS to have a single Issue to nor WIll we fashion our goals so narrowly as to lose SIght of the overall purposes of
pursue, ours is one which I should think would be shared by a much larger segment the ACLU and the awesome responsibilities inherent in our goal.
of the populace than is reflected by the membership rosters, of the ACLU.

However, it is certainly no secret that, just as we have members who join us be-

During the last year, the Houston
A merican Civil Liberties Union has re-
corded a number of significant sucesses.
Here is a summary of. recent develop-
ments in some of the major cases on the
litigation docket of the Houston Chapter
of the ACLU, compiled by Matt Horowitz
and John Pollock.

An Eye for an Eye

Right now four people are being kept
alive. The State of Texas pays attorney
fees for criminal defendants only through
the first appeal. Without the ACLU, per-
sons sentenced to die would be on their
own through the subsequent' state and
federal judicial reviews they' are entitled
to receive.

The United States Supreme Court dis-
missed the ACLU's petition for review
earlier this year in two cases:
State v. Hughes-A May execution date
was set. Cooperating attorneys Bill
Yahner, Gerald Birnberg and Michael
Maness won a stay in federal court, after
an unsuccessful try in state court.
State v. Felder-Cooperating attorneys
Gerald Birnberg and Michael Maness in-
tend to file further petitions, with the
assistance of the New York law firm of
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton, and
Garrison.

The ACLU's petition for review is
pending before the United States Su-
preme Court in the case of State v. Bell.
Cooperating attorney is Rick Urban.

Cooperating attorney Andrew Griffith
is preparing a petition to the United'
States Supreme Court in the case of State
v. Starvaggi.

You Ain't Goin' Nowhere

The Houston Police Department still
detains arrestees at the city jail for sub-
stantial periods of time without filing
criminal charges or allowing access to
bail. During these delays, arrestees may
be subjected to physical brutality and
third degree investigatory tactics. In the
class action, Sanders v. City of Houston,
cooperating attorneys Marty Levy and
James Oitzinger challenge these policies,
and ask that HPD be ordered to adopt
more prompt, efficient administrative
practices in booking and charging.

Take It All Off

Arrested for driving 60 miles per hour
in a 50-miles-per-hour zone, the ACLU's
client was arrested and taken to the city
jail, where she was subjected to a strip
search. Herrera v. City of Houston chal-
lenges the power of police .officers to
make custodial arrests instead of issuing
citations to persons charged with routine
traffic violations. This suit also challenges
the constitutionality of strip searching
persons arrested for minor offenses.

Take It All Off, II

The mother of a pretrial detainee at
the Brazos County Jail was required to
submit to a strip search when she arrived
at the jail on visiting day-even though
the jail does not permit contact visits.
Cooperating attorney Annie Garey asked
a federal court in Harris vcYeager to vin-
dicate the rights of prisoners and their

Carol Nelkin is chair of the Houston Chapter of the A CL U.

visitors to be free of unreasonable searches
and seizures.

Wha ... ?

Can you believe Texas law permits
persons to be held in jail indefinitely
without being accused of any criminal
offense? Jailed as a material witness to a
criminal act after a judge decided she
probably would not appear to testify at
the trial of the accused, the ACLU's
client remained in jail for more than six
weeks.

The judge set bond at $50,000 but re-
duced the amount to $5,000 when the
woman said she could only make a bond
for $1,000.
, The judge also suggested that she seek

a writ of habeas corpus-then denied the
request.

Mahorn v. Heard challenges the consti-
tutionality of the law permitting incar-
ceration of persons solely because they
are niaterial witnesses in criminal cases.

Payor Stay

The city jail and municipal prison farm
continue to be used as debtors' prisons
for the detention of persons solely
because they are unable to pay fines. In
Morgan v. City of Houston, cooperating
attorneys Steve Vaughn and Pat Wiseman
are also challenging the inadequacy of
physical facilities and other abuses.

Payor Stay, II

By a bit of reasoning that somehow

bypasses the Sixth Amendment, some
county and district court judges trying
criminal cases in Harris County have con-

• eluded that a criminal defendant who can
post bond is necessarily able to hire a law-
yer and is fherefore ineligible for appoin-
ted counsel. In other words, if you don't"
hire your own lawyer, you have to stay in
jail pending your trial. As a result, many
indigent defendants panic and involuntar-
ily plead guilty rather than face pretrial
incarceration. Cooperating attorneys
Judy Doran and Stuart Nelkin have chal-
lenged these practices in a federal court
class action suit styled Maxwell v. McKay.

ButCan You Type?

The Texas Department of Corrections
continues to cling to 19th century gender
Irole concepts in its "rehabilitation" pro-
grams. Male inmates are offered training
in highly marketable skills, including
automobile repair, paint and body work,
welding, meat cutting, TV /radio repair,
printing, and air conditioning repair.
Women are generally offered training in
floriculture, horticulture, cosmetology,
home economics, and secretarial science
-skills which, for the most part, promise
far lower earning potential. Male inmates
are offered four-year college degree pro-
grams; female inmates can seek only a
two-year Associate degree. Males are al-
lowed to participate in work furlough
programs; women are barred. Cooperating
attorneys Lamar Hankins and Susan Per-
kins hope to correct these disparities in
Quinlan v. Estelle. ~
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"Hey, Baby, How 'Bout a Little ... "

A male supervisor in the Texas Depart-
ment of. Pardons and Paroles backed his
sexual advances to female employees with
threats to their job status. Other supervi-
sors shrugged their shoulders and joined
in a cover-up in response to complaints.
Two women quit their jobs and several
gave in to the clearly illegal coercion, but
the ACLU's client in Barton v. Texas
Department of Pardons and Paroles
decided to fight. Through the efforts of
cooperating attorney Maretta Comfort,
the Department entered into a consent
decree, pledging to: (a) provide monetary
compensation to the ACLU's client; (b)
post notices warning that sexual harass-
ment is illegal; (c) actively discourage
future discriminatory conduct; and (d)
revise its in-house grievance procedures to
assure employees due process (and pre-
vent future cover-ups).

Bastille Days

As a result of the ACLU's lawsuit,
Alberti v. Harris County, the County has
begun construction of a new downtown,
jail facility, and a federal court order led
to significant improvements in existing
jails and in the criminal courts'. The fed-
eral court also appointed cooperating
attorneys Jim Oitzinger and Gerald Birn-
berg as ombudsman and deputy ombuds-
man respectively, charging them with
monitoring the county's compliance with
the order. This responsibility will contin-:
ue for the forseeable future.

Thou Shalt Not Squeal

The Harris County District Attorney's
, office fired an employee after she told
news media representatives of job abuses
by County employees in the office of a
judge. Cooperating attorney Xavier Grenas
filed Flynt v. Vance, asking a federal
court for reinstatement and back pay.

Come on Outta That Car, Boy ...

In a pattern emerging from more than
three dozen complaints to the ACLU, San
Jacinto County sheriff's deputies have'. .....0._4_.-.....•. .-..:._ .-.._..,..-.,..-.....:1 ......:•.,.~__.k._7 _,J ...••J n_ ••••1,-.0

ating attorney Melva Christian seeks dam-
ages for the salesperson and the spurned
purchasers.

Short People Got No Reason

Former Houston Police Chief Herman
Short filed a libel suit against Mayor Jim
McConn and the Black Organization for
Leadership Development (BOLD), alleg-
ing that campaign literature distributed
by the defendants before the last mayoral
election was defamatory. The literature
graphically depicts Short's alleged racist
tendencies, his support for capital punish-
ment, and his endorsement of candidate
Frank Briscoe, whom McConn defeated.

The ACLU represented BOLD in Short
v. McConn; cooperating attorney Bruce
Fickman contended libel actions by pub-
lic officials chill the exercise of protected
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speech. The case was recently settled;
BOLD was held harmless.

Fetal Effort

Ten-weeks pregnant and seeking an
abortion, a young woman called the first
listing in the Yellow Pages under "Birth
Control Information" -the Abortion
Abuse and Advice Information Service.
However, the information service is in
fact a "right-to-life" front group and the
~ UQ,""~1AA-nt;t'r '1r..!l" "'~_".:;Io'!)l~r1 tl"\ .!:In.-.£U11t.1_
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tary judgement, the ACLU hopes to stop
the harassment of persons who exercise
their constitutional right to free choice in
reproductive matters. The cooperating
attorney in Schwanecke v. Ali is Jo Ann
Doughtie.

Doctor Knows Best

A doctor affiliated with St. Joseph
Hospital filed suit seeking to be appoin-
ted guardian of all fetuses who "reside"
in Harris County while in the womb or
born alive as the result of an abortion.
This suit is obviously a poorly camouflaged
effort to undermine the constitutional
privacy right of Harris County residents
to secure abortions. The ACLU pre-
pared to intervene in Application of
Sch wanecke, but the suit was promptly
dismissed.

~

..---.~

Stay in the Closet

Gary Van Ooteghem was hired in 1975
as an accountant in the Harris County
Treasurer's office. He was fired later that
year after addressing Harris County Com-
missioner's Court on the subject of gay
rights. Cooperating attorneys Pat Wise-
man and Larry Sauer filed Van Ooteghem
v. Gray, and in a landmark decision this
year the court ruled the county had viola-
ted Van Ooteghem's right to free speech.
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mand in her personnel file and threatened
to fire, her if she didn't find a more accep-
table living arrangement pending the wed-
ding. The reprimand was removed and the
threats rescinded in Buchner v. City of
Pasadena.

Maggie May Not

Though women have been admitted to
Texas A&M since 1963, it was 11 years
before they were allowed into "The
Corps," A&M's elite military officer train-
ing program. Five years later, they're still
unwelcome. The antagonism and discrim-
ination are generally subtle, but as overt
examples, female cadets continue to be
barred, regardless of ability, from partici-
pation in highly visible Corps subdivisions,
including the Aggie Band, the Parsons
Mounted) Cavalry, and the Ross Volun-
teers-the official honor guard of the
governor of Texas. In Zetgraph v. Texas
A &M University, a Corps member and fu-
ture Air Force pilot (barring further dis-
crimination!) seeks an end to all discrimi-
natory practices, with the aid of coopera-
ting attorneys Carol Nelkin and Lamar
Hankins.

A 3D-year old woman found herself
her father's prisoner after changing her

o lifestyle. The father's petition to a pro-
~. bate eo",', Tn the Matter of Molinello ,

.. ._ . /' ~i coritendedhis daughter's "bizarre" behav-~7 d~~ ~ior included meditation, vegetarianism
.. =.' u and divorcing her husband. WIthout

hearing evidence, and without even noti-
fying the daughter, the court granted the
father's petition to declare the woman
incompetent and appoint the father as
guardian. The father terminated the
guardianship after the ACLU intervened
but cooperating attorneys Burt Moser,
Judy Doran and Annie Garcy are seek-
ing a judgment on behalf of a class of
similarly situated persons, contending
that Texas guardianship procedures vio-
late due process by permitting persons to
be declared incompetent without such
fundamental procedural safeguards as
notice.and a hearmg,~ .

Father Knows Best
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The Harris County District Attorney's
, office fired an employee after she told
news media representatives of job abuses
by County employees in the office of a
judge. Cooperating attorney Xavier Grenas
filed Flynt v. Vance, asking a federal
court for reinstatement and back pay.

Come on Outta That Car, Boy ...

In a pattern emerging from more than
three dozen complaints to the ACLU, San
Jacinto County sheriff's deputies have
been stopping cars driven by blacks or
young people on 'US 59 for no reason
other than the hope of finding marijuana.
The cars and their occupants have all
been illegally searched. Those charged
with marijuana possession have frequent-
ly been jailed overnight, then taken be-
fore a justice of the peace (who does not
have jurisdiction in marijuana cases) and
coerced to plead guilty. They have then
been assessed large fines, sometimes far
exceeding the amount justices of the
peace may lawfully impose. Complaints
have fallen off since cooperating attorney
John Schulman, filed Loud v. San Jacinto
County seeking to enjoin these practices
and to secure damages for the victims.

In Black and White

The Revenue Sharing Division of the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development agreed with allegations that
the City of Hearne violated the 14th
Amendment by providing unequal muni-
cipal services in predominantly white
neighborhoods. ,HUD ordered Hearne to
provide black neighborhoods with paved
streets, curbs and gutters, parks, and
numerous other facilities and services
they've been denied. Much of the work
on Anderson v. City of Hearne was done
by then law students, now attorneys Ed
Sargologas and Luro Taylor, with attor-
ney Pat Wiseman:

The House I'd Live In

Two black families signed contracts to
purchase property in a housing develop-
ment. When the developers learned the
purchasers were black, they rescinded the
contracts and fired the salesperson.

In Beasley v. Landcraft, Inc., cooper-

speech. The case was recently settled;
BOLD was held harmless.

Fetal Effort

Ten-weeks pregnant and seeking an
abortion, a young woman called the first
listing in the Yellow Pages under "Birth
Control Information"-the Abortion
A buse and Advice Informa tion Service.
However, the information service is in
fact a "right-to-life" front group and the
caller's identity was revealed to an anti-
abortion activist who filed suit seeking
guardianship of the fetus.

Without a hearing or notice to the
pregnant woman, Judge Bill Bear granted
this request. Eileen Brady, the newly-
appointed guardian, proceeded to sue the

•pregnant woman and all other similarly-
situated persons with the intent of enjoin-
ing all abortions in Harris County.

In Woe v. Bear; in Application of
Eileen Brady to be appointed guardian of
Jane Doe's Fetus; and in Brady v. Doe,
the ACLU succeeded in having the guard-
ianship dissolved and the injunction dis-
missed. The ACLU also filed in federal
court seeking to strike down the Texas
guardianship law, on the grounds that it
subjects persons to substantial denials of
liberty without notice, hearings or other
due process protection.

The federal suit is pending and a dam-
age action on behalf of the young woman
is contemplated. Cooperating attorney is
Jo Ann Doughtie.

Fetal Effort, II

In the second of what appears to be a
series of frivolous, bad faith lawsuits
against clinics and doctors who perform
abortions in Harris County, the plaintiff
is an anti-abortion advocate who has
asked a state court to issue an order for-
bidding women from securing abortions.
The plaintiff's theory is that Texas need
not follow the United States Constitution.
Representing most of the defendants in
this case, the ACLU intends to seek a
prompt dismissal, is counterclaiming for
malicious prosecution and asking the
court to order the plaintiff to pay costs
and attorneys fees. By securing a monee

Stay in the Closet

Gary Van Ooteghem was hired in 1975
as an accountant in the Harris County
Treasurer's office. He was fired later that
year after addressing Harris County Com-
missioner's Court on the subject of gay
rights. Cooperating attorneys Pat Wise-
man and Larry Sauer filed Van Ooteghem
v. Gray, and in a landmark decision this
year the court ruled the county had viola-
ted Van Ooteghem's right to free speech.
The court ordered reinstatement and
back pay; the County has appealed.

No Crossing

Transsexuals are required by their doc-
tors to live one year in the role of the
opposite sex before sex reassignment
surgery will be performed. Seven trans-
sexuals who have been arrested and
prosecuted under a city ordinance prohib-
iting cross-dressing, together with their
physician, have challenged the constitu-
tionality of the ordinance in Jane Doe v.
Hofheinz . Cooperating attorneys Larry
Sauer, Pat Wiseman and Connie Acosta
hope this ancient class action suit will
finally get to trial.

Nice Girls Don't ...

A secretary/receptionist for the Gal-
veston County Sheriff's Department was
fired after she announced her pregnancy;
because the County considered it inap-
propriate for an unmarried employee to
be pregnant. In Ferguson v. Galveston
County, cooperating attorney Maretta
Comfort told the Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission that the County's
actions violated the rights to privacy and
equal protection of the ACLU's client.
The County entered into a settlement
agreement, restoring back pay and giving
other monetary damages to the ACLU's
client.

Nice Girls Don't, II

The superiors of a Pasadena police
officer who moved into her fiance's home
about a month before her scheduled wed-
ding to reduce expenses considered the
arrangement immoral; they placed a repri-
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fying the daughter, the court granted the
father's petition to declare the woman
incompetent and appoint the father as
guardian. The father terminated the
guardianship after the ACLU intervened
but cooperating attorneys Burt Moser,
Judy Doran and Annie Garcy are seek-
ing a judgment on behalf of a class of
similarly situated persons, contending
that, Texas guardianship procedures vio-
late due process by permitting persons to
be declared incompetent without such
fundamental procedural safeguards as
notice and a hearing. ,

You Ain't Goin' Nowhere

Did you know that you can be in-
voluntarily detained for up to l4 days
in a psychiatric institution without
being brought before a judge, mere-
ly because one person-it can be any-
one-swears you need treatment? The
ACLU contends that involuntary psy-
chiatric patients are entitled to a prompt
probable cause hearing, so that persons
who are clearly not dangerous to them-
selves or others can be released immed-
iately. A class action petition In the
Matter of Jane Doe, filed, by cooperating
attorney Bill Walker, addresses this and
other problems with the Texas civil
commitment process and its admin-
istration in Harris County. State law re-
quires that all persons be represented by
counsel at their commitment hearings,
and that the county appoint attorneys
for indigent patients. But appointed
attorneys in Harris County represent
at least 30 new patients each week.
Given this caseload, many patients are
induced to waive their hearings, and those
who insist on a hearing are often not
adequately represented.

It's All in Your Mind*

A patient in a state psychiatric insti-
tution on a 90-day commitment, refused
to consent to chemotherapy on the basis
that chemotropic drug treatment fre-
quently produces harmful side effects.
,The hospital staff intended to adminis-
ter the drugs anyway, but abandoned that
intention after cooperating attorney Judy
Doran threatened to file suit In the
Matter of John Doe,
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"when the attending physician leaves and
says, 'Phone me if you need anything.'

"That first night on call, I stood in
ICU (Intensive Care Unit) listening to the
cardiac monitors and the respirators,
filled with this enormous sense of respon-
sibility for my patients. For the first time
there was no other doctor standing over
my shoulder. I was the-doctor for the
night."

Kate Thompson is a new doctor begin-
ning her internship in Hermann Hospital's
oncology (cancer) ward. Thompson and

. 99 classmates-including her husband-
received their hoods and diplomas in June
from the University of Texas Medical
School at Houston.

Interns are inducted into patient care
quickly and a rotation on the cancer ward
makes heavy emotional, as well as physical,
demands on them. Death, which doctors
sometimes interpret as failure, is ever
present.

During Thompson's first night on call
she received an urgent message from an
ICU nurse. One of her patients was dying.
"Come here quickly, I think you are go-
ing to have to pronounce him soon." Ear-
lier in the evening the family objected to
putting the man on a respirator. No ma-
chines, they said, no strangling tubes,
nothing.

"I told his wife he would probably die
that night without a respirator. She an-
swered that she knew," says Thompson.

"When I got to the ICU the cardiac
monitor was very. slow. There would be a
blip and then maybe it would go for 10
seconds before there was another blip."
At the end she saw a straight line and pro-
nounced the patient dead.

"I'd never told a family about a death
before. In medical school there were situ-
ations where we could have listened in
but the doctors always closed the door. I
never heard it once. Suddenly, I had to
deal with a family-and get an autopsy
permission.

"Your husband has just died," Thomp-

.•.

son told the patient's wife over the phone,
quietly and simply. Thompson met the
family members when they arrived at the
hospital at 5 :00 a.m. "They were crying,
then they would remember something
very nice about the patient and they
would share this and laugh. Then they
would cry, then they would laugh again."

Later, at dawn Thompson walked the
family back out to the parking lot. After.
7 a.m. she went to the cafeteria for a
quick breakfast. Fatigue and the emo-
tions surrounding her first patient death
hit, but it was a new day of decisions and
patient care.

Next, the morning rounds, a time
when each patient's progress is checked
and appropriate treatments and medica-
tions are recommended. From 10 a.m. to
noon the interns gather with doctors and
visiting professors for a review of the
cases and an evaluation of the care and
treatment. "I sometimes wonder how my
patients make it at all," Thompson says.
"I feel I've screwed up totally [by 1 the
textbook, but then I go into their rooms
and they're doing pretty well."

Thompson works with one other in-
tern supervised by a resident doctor and
two cancer specialists. She is assigned ap-
proximately 12 patients, each undergoing
experimental chemotherapy treatments.
She's at the hospital seven days a week
and on call every third night. On the can-
cer ward, being on call usually means 36
nonstop hours for the duration of her
four-week-long rotation.

Chemicals that kill to save

Cancer patients undergoing chemo-
therapy are monitored very carefully.
"These treatments are powerful and wipe
out every living cell, including good blood
cells."

Today, one of her patients has only
8,000 platelets. Normal count is 15Q,000
to 300,000. "This is what we deal with
every day. Patients have the off-the-wall

blood values because of their chemothera-
py _With only 8,000 platelets they can be-
gin to bleed from their mouth or under
their skin." This particular patient is not
bleeding, so Thompson and the attending
physician decide to hold off further trans-
fusion for the moment.

Another patient responds well to his
chemotherapy but at 75 years of age em-
physema causes other complications. He
may need treatments to dilate his bron-
chial tubes during the night. Thompson
leaves a note on his chart so this treat-
ment can begin.

A young woman patient in her late
thirties has battled cancer for seven years.
Her hair is thin from chemotherapy treat-
ments and she is back at the hospital for
evaluation and further treatment. She is
apprehensive, but there are not many
minutes for comfort and reassurance.
There are so many patients to see, so
many more treatment decisions to be
made.

Another patient is in a coma in ICU
where he is monitored moment by mo-
ment. Thompson checks on him many
times each day and night, using the fire
stairs to run from one hospital floor to
another. Now, she reviews his condition,
orders more blood, updates his chart and
heads back upstairs. "He's not going to
make it, there's just no way. His liver is
all shot, you can tell that from the blood
work. His respiratory status is pretty
good, but his kidneys aren't functioning,
and he's got brain failure." She grimaces,
her chin is set. "I hate it, I just hate it.
He'll never live a normal life again, ever,
but they just persist in keeping him alive.
It hurts me to see it.

"Cancer specialists are the ultimate op-
timists. They are always hopeful. They
are researchers forever striving for some-
thing better. They've got to be optimistic;
they can't get down. The patients are so
sick and there is so much to be done,"
she says. "Y ou just get cranked up and go
on adrenalin. I'm always running, running.

Even when there is a pause you think a-
head to what may happen to a patient the
very next moment. Every minute is filled
with decision making situations and now
I'm the one making many of the decisions ..
Everyone calls doctor, doctor, all day and
all night.

"I had just arrived at the hospital one
morning when my beeper went off," she
says. "I ran to a phone and a nurse said,
'One of our patients is having an ar-
rhythmia. We've got her hooked up to the
cardiac monitor arid this is what we see.'
Well, the rhythm was fairly dangerous to
the lady. She could have gone into com-
plete heart block and died. I was running
to get to the floor thinking, 'Oh, my God,
how do I remember what I'm supposed to
do for this. I've learned and I must re-
member right now.' By the time I got to
the patient's room I knew how to handle
it. I remembered the name of the damn
drug and we brought the lady out of her
rhythm in five or six minutes. I really felt
good about it."

Thompson's afternoons are usually
quieter. "Most patients don't 'crash' in
the afternoon, that happens in the middle
of the night," she says, "so you do paper-
work and telephoning to make sure the
tests you ordered are being done. You've
got to be on top of it all."

A young doctor has a lot of necessary
paperwork. There are always case histor-
ies and physicals to be written up, charts
that must be updated. "Medical people
have to write thorough case histories.
Others rely on your information. It's got
to be right or the patient suffers." Some-
times that paperwork gets done in the
late afternoons, many other times it is
done at 3 a.m., whenever there is a quiet
time.

"I never see a job completed at one
time," says Thompson. "I'll write a note
on a chart and then get a beep or a nurse
will ask a question or another doctor will
say, 'Let's make rounds.' Consequently,
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ations where we could have listened in out every living cell, including good blood are researchers forever striving for some- ime.
but the doctors always closed the door. I cells." thing better. They've got to be optimistic;
never heard it once. Suddenly, I had to Today, one of her patients has only they can't get down. The patients are so
deal with a family-and get an autopsy 8,000 platelets. Normal count is 15Q,000 sick and there is so much to be done,"
permission. to 300,000. "This is what we deal with she says."You just get cranked up and go

"Your husband has just died," Thornp- every day. Patients have the off-the-wall .on adrenalin. I'm always running, running.

"I never see a job completed at one
time," says Thompson. "I'll write a note
on a chart and then get a beep or a nurse
will ask a question or another doctor will
say, 'Let's make rounds.' Consequently,
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-I carry a big piece of paper around each
day with a long list, so I won't forget
anything. I tick-it off as I go."

Late one afternoon as she wrote notes
on a patient's chart, the husband of an-
other patient stood before her and said,

'. • "T ·<T1H>"c.-lll1~O'(\~h,,(!k-to_t.he_hotel_foT_ a-

During this rotation they see each
other every third night, going out for.
dinner and an infrequent movie, if sleep
doesn't overtake them first. One rare
night they even managed to get to
Gilley's. "That was a real change of
pace," she laughs.

what was the matter with me. I decided
medicine was what I really wanted to

. know about. And I've never changed my
mind. It's the most interesting thing I
know.

"The other day I recognized the
doctor who took care of me then, and I

the hospital and I'm wondering about
each of them, how they're doing, if
they'll make it through the night. They
are all so sick."

Then she jumps up, ~'I want to show
you something." She returns with her
white doctor's coat, its four pockets

•. ,.,. £1 ...• r t... •.•. •..•._
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I carry a big piece of paper around each
day with a long list, so I won't forget
anything. I tick-it off as I go."

Late one afternoon as she wrote notes
on a patient's chart, the husband of an-
other patient stood before her and said,
"I 'guess I'll go back to the hotel for a-
while. My daughter is with her now.

'.Think I'll have a martini and get my stuff
together to spend the night right here."

"It's the patient's families that I feel
. so bad for," she muses. "That man knows
his wife will die soon. She has blue eyes
that never blink. They just stare and
stare.

"Four patients have died this week,"
she continues. "I still haven't sorted it all
out. I haven't really felt all of their deaths
yet. I had something to feel at the time, "-
but suppressed it. I'll have to go back and
work that out."

One of the patients who died was a
20-year-old man whom the attending'
physician had treated for more than a
year. Thompson stood by a;rd watched
the other doctor's tears. "He came up to
me and I wasn't crying. I was just
shocked, and he put his arm around me
and said, 'You're tough, but it won't last
long. I was tough in the beginning, too.' "

But good things happen on the cancer
ward as well. "One lady had an X-ray in
March with a lot of nodules. She took an-
other X-ray today and those nodules
had 'really shrunk down. We were all
excited because the chemotherapy was
working. J discharged another young man
today. He and his family are from Florida
and as he left he said, 'I'm going to drink
a few beers and have a nice weekend.'
H~'s better right now."

It is early evening before she finishes
her charts and leaves for home. After
36 hours of life and death activity, she
hopes to be able to wind down and sleep.
She won't see her husband, he's on call
alternate nights on surgery. "It's good to
be married to another doctor, because
Denny really understands. He knows
what I'm talking about and we can share
things."
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During this rotation they see each
other every third night, going out for,
dinner and an infrequent movie, if sleep
doesn't overtake them first. One rare
night they even managed to get to
Gilley's. "That was a real change of
pace," she laughs.

"You know, I never thought of being
anything but a doctor." She reflects
back on an illness that put her in the
hospital for several weeks when she was
16. "I got so interested in what the doc-
tors were doing, and so curious about

what was the matter, with me. I decided
medicine was what I really wanted to

'know about. And I've never changed my
. mind. It's the most interesting thing I
know.

"The other day I' recognized the
doctor who took care of me then, and I
wanted to walk up to him and say, 'Look
what happened to your patient. Because
of you, I am here.' "

Thompson recrosses her legs and hugs
a robe around her. "Yeah, I'm still all
keyed up. I've got 10 patients back at

the hospital and I'm wondering about
each of them, how they're doing, if
they'll make it through the night. They
are all so sick."

Then she jumps up, ~'I want to show
you something." She returns with her
white doctor's coat, its four pockets
stuffed with stethoscope, reflex hammer,
pen flashlight and assorted patient notes.
"Look at this." She points to the shiny
black name pin which says Catherine

- Thompson, M.D., Internal Medicine, and
grins, "That's me." ..
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Pope's views trouble

Catholic feminists
by Lynn Jansenrtas.. - -1i r.
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The Catholic Church today reminds me
of the United States in the early 60's.

We deserved to have a blood bath from
the blacks, but we were lucky. We got the
1964 Civil Rights Act instead.

Today, the Church deserves for all the
women to just walk out because of the
discrimination within the Church. But,
luckily for the Church, that isn't happen-
ing.

Changes will come. Women will be-
come priests-mainly because few young
men are entering the seminary these days.

This discrimination was strongly rein-
forced by the recent visit of Pope John
Paul II. He reiterated his opposition, as
head of the Church, to women in the
priesthood, birth control, abortion,
homosexuality and marriage for priests.

The sectarian press billed the papal
visit· "the media event of the century"
and claimed that it caused an unpre-
cedented renewal in spirituality.
American Catholics, no matter what their
politics within the Church, were almost
universally moved-some to euphoria,
others to anger and hurt.

Catholic feminists locally, as well as
Catholics nationally, anticipated that his

"1.1 'h ' if h ,If· th visit would be coupled with pronounce-
VVl enever we re out 0 t eo) ..Ice, e ments(seeboxnext'pa~e)thatwouldhave

B k hrc h h d immense repercussions for the Americanrea t roug p ones are answere Church and generate renewed dialogues.

I d Sadly, they were correct.courteous y an your messages are There are not a great many people in

t k» "1·· I 24 h d b the Church who call themselves Catholica en e),LIClent}L ours a a!l~_!l feminists._In_Ho.uston._the_lncaL..cha.nte

really believes that he is helping the
Church by denying full participation to
half its members.

Then why the hope? One St. Joan's
member, Jackie Devlin, said "I am
hopeful because the Pope put his pro-
nouncements on topics such as birth con-
trol.. women's ordination, priestly celi-
bacy and homosexuality in the context
of continuing Church traditions. What
the Church has established as tradition,"
reasoned Devlin, "it can un-establish."

She also feels that the very restric-
tiveness of what he' said has stung more
Catholics' consciences to work for
equality in their Church. "There are,"
she said, "people who believe completely
in the justice of the cause of women and
also love the -Church despite their very
real grievances. This gives me hope that
the Church can and will catch up to these
people-if you will, catch up to Christ."

"Participation in the Church long ago,
for me, became a matter of living with
compromises," noted Anne Phyler, a St.
Joan's member. "You cherish what is
true for you and eschew what you know
to be wrong for you."

Phyler pointed out that as late as the
1920's the Vatican silenced a priest
(withdrew approval of his views and re-
fused him the right to promulgate them)
for his belief that the Church should
require premarital counseling before an
engaged couple could wed in the Church.
Today such counseling (called Pre-Cana)
.S_l:ea.uil:ed~hefoI.e_marriage.
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"Whenever we're out of the office, the
Breakthrough phones are answered
courteously and your messages are
taken efficiently 24 hours a day by

•• •,Welt., AMC.
OF HOUSTON, '

a w01IUln OWIku /mStIUSS

• CALL FORWARDING·
• RADIO PAGING
• LIVE ANSWERING SERVICE

.. ROBERTA K. TllLiNGHAS1;.PRESIDENT ..
Houston. Galveston. San Anto~io. CorpusChristl

cedented renewal in spirituality.
American Catholics, no matter what their
politics within the Church, were almost
universally moved-some to euphoria,
others to anger and hurt.

Catholic feminists locally, as well as
Catholics nationally, anticipated that his
visit would be coupled with pronounce-
ments (see box next jiage) that would have
immense repercussions for the American
Church and generate renewed dialogues.
Sadly, they were correct.

There are not a great many people in
the Church who call themselves Catholic
feminists. In Houston, the local chapter
of St. Joan's International Alliance has
52 members. It is open to people of both
sexes and any denomination who espouse
equality in Church, state and society.

What was this feminist community's
reaction to the Pope's visit, or more to
the point, to his pronouncements? Our
dominant feelings were anger, pain and
hope.

Anger. To be a member of a religious
community that forbids its leaders to
marry women; that refuses to ordain
women or even let young girls serve as
altar "boys" (though they clean the
altar); . that denies its women religious
the same status and privileges as men;
that holds virginity as the one option for
the unmarried-only upon marriage to
expect women to breed indiscriminately-
you feel anger. Plenty of it.

Pain. It is painful to want to serve the
faith you cherish, and to be told that this
desire is sacreligious. It is painful to love
children but be told that you are sinful
if you choose not to have any (or any
more). It is painful to be both proud and
ashamed of your Church; to both love
and hate it. It is painful to witness the
contradiction between the Pope's stand
on furthering human rights among
nations and his hypocritical refusal to.
grant rights to the women of his own
faith. It is painful to see so many other
Catholics, especially the women, cheer
the Pope's reactionary messages. As St.

.Joan's program co-chair Beverly Hebert
said, "this forces you to face the reality
of how .small a group of Catholics holds
opinions similar to yours." It is painful
to see that this charming, charismatic,
obviously intelligent and sincere man

"Participation in the Church long ago,
for me, became a matter of living with
compromises," noted Anne Phyler, a St.
Joan's member. "You cherish what is
true for you and eschew what you know
to be wrong for you."

Phyler pointed out that as late as the
1920's the Vatican silenced a priest
(withdrew approval of his views and re-
fused him the right to promulgate them)
for his belief that the Church should
require premarital counseling before an
engaged couple could wed in the Church.
Today such counseling (called Pre-Cana)
is required before marriage.

As Sr. Grace Martel, M.M., also a St.
Joan's member, said from the vantage
point of her nearly 80 years, "A know-
ledge of the history of the Church is a
great comfort. It shows that eventually
the Church does move forward, if ever
so slowly and cautiously."

Houston members of St. Joan's held a
prayer Vigil composed by liturgy chair-
person Sheila Doran-Benyon. It was a
forceful, positive statement in response
to the discriminatory statements by the
Pope. "Women are no longer pleading for
ordination to minister," stressedDoran-
Benyon: "We are declaring that we are
priests and ministers by dint of our desire
to serve and by our actual service to the
Church community."

The theme of the candlelight service
was "Stones for Bread: We women ask
the Church for bread; the Church con-
tinues to give us stones." About 25mem-
bers and friends met on the steps of the
Chancery (Administration) Building of
the Houston-Galveston Diocese.

Suffragette songs such as Judy Collins'
version of "Bread and Roses" as well as
non-sexist liturgical hymns were used
along with prayers of affirmation and
Bible readings. It was a statement of
continuing love for and loyalty to the
Church, after love and loyalty to our-
selves, our. cause and our conscience.
After the para-liturgy, daughters of the
mem bers took the stones which had been
distributed in lieu of Communion Bread
and placed them in the shape of the
female logo in front of the Chancery's
main entrance.

The chapter is also sending, collect-
ively and individually, letters of support
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Lisa Mach - commercial
and residential real estate
(co-owner of Plaza I
Properties), Judy Doran -
feminist attorney, Alethea
Dollison - investments and
property management,
Sandra Hicks - property
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Selective Enterprises, Inc. is buying and managing
income properties for investors.

Limited partnerships and joint ventures are avail-
able. Minimum investment is $1000.
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Come join us and make your money work for
you.

Selective Enterprises, Inc.·
• Investments
• Tax Shelter Advantages
• Property Management

1001 Oxford Suite 100 Houston, Tx 77008 869-3848
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and approval to Sr. Theresa Kane, the the folk Mass liturgy and the support of
nun who dared to speak out to the Pope the St. Joan's community have enabled
and challenge him to not turn his back on her to calm the hostility within herself and
all the women who looked to him, as to use her anger for renewed activity for
their spiritual leader, for justice. equality.

A reaction not sponsored directly by A few others, like me, are too tired
St. Joan's was held at St. Anne's folk and disgusted to bother with the whole
Mass. Janet Giannoni, liturgy coordi- struggle any longer. Any overtures made
nator in that parish and a member of St. now, for me, are too little, too lite. But
Joan's, organized a liturgy of reconcilia- my opinion is the exception; I am truly
tion. "The purpose," she said, "was to amazed at the hope that continues to
foster sensitivity in the parishoners to the flourish, albeit with much irony, for my

.u. ! feelings evoked by: the visit and to effect sisters. - .-:~
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the folk Mass liturgy and the support of
the St. Joan's community have enabled
her to calm the hostility within herself and
to use her anger for renewed activity for
equality.

A few others, like me, are too tired
and disgusted to bother with the whole
struggle any longer. Any overtures made
now, for me, are too little, too late. But
my opinion is the exception; I am truly
amazed at the hope that continues to
flourish, albeit with much irony, for my
sisters.
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and approval to Sr. Theresa Kane, the
nun who dared to speak out to the Pope
and challenge him to not turn his back on
all the women who looked to him, as
their spiritual leader, for justice.

A reaction not sponsored directly by
St. Joan's was held at St. Anne's folk
Mass. Janet Giannoni, liturgy coordi-
nator in that parish and a member of St.
Joan's, organized a liturgy Of reconcilia-
tion. "The purpose," she said, "was to
foster sensitivity in the parishoners to the
feelings evoked by the visit and to effect
healing in those who felt alienation either
from the Pope and the Church or from
those who felt alienated." Diversity of
views is both important and desirable
but inevitably leads to the pain of con-
flict, she feels, 'arid such liturgies do a
tremendous amount of good towards
staunching the wounds. "Without the
relief afforded to me from planning and
participating in such a Mass," Giannoni
said; "I would still be seething with un-
channeled anger and pain." Devlin feels.

Lynn Jansen is a journalism student of
St : Thomas University, working on her
second degree. She has five children,
ages three to 14. She has always con-
sidered herself a professional home-
maker, and has been active in Republican
politics for many years. She came to fem-
inism about five years ago, and expresses
her feminism through her work with the
St. Joan's Alliance.
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Background on various I?pal-related beliefs held by Catholics: A dogma is an' of-
ficially defined credo one must adhere to if one is to call oneself a Catholic. The
Pope alone defines dogma, although he relies these days to a greater extent than in
the past on the counsels of the cardinals, archbishops, bishops and theologians.
Such dogmatic pronouncements are said to be ex cathedra, literally from the chair
of St. Peter. The Pope is believed to be Christ's Vicar, or representative, on earth
and to rule from an unbroken elected line traceable directly back to St. Peter.
None of John Paul's statements on the ordination of women, birth control or
homosexuality was delivered ex cathedra.

Only those dogmas dictated ex cathedra fall under the realm of papal infalli-
bility. When the Pope rules on an article of faith then (and importantly, only then)
is he said to be speaking infallibly; that is, that there cannot be any possibility of
error because he is believed to be speaking for God. It is interesting to note that
not only did Pope John Paul IInot speak ex cathedra on his recent trips (no Catho-
lic expected him to) but that even the divisive issue of bir-th control has never been
dogmatically promulgated ex cathedra. These and other current issues are ruled on
through encyclicals, or letters to the faithful from the popes, or, even less impor-
tant in weight by pronouncements. Dogmatically defined or not, these rulings-
written and spoken- are received with the greatest seriousness, second only to
dogmas, by most Catholics and obviously greatly affect all Catholics, even those
who choose to differ with them. One may disagree with the teachings in encycli-
cals and pronouncements and still adhere to one's Catholicism; it simply makes
one's life as a Catholic a little more difficult. - L.J.
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by Betty Yancey

Clyde .Connell is an organic artist; her
work develops from her environment. It
is obvious not only from her sculpture
and scrolls but from the names she gives
them.

Hearth Stones, Daily Bread, Family,
Non Person Woman, Crow 'sFoot Woman,
Heart Guardian, Gate of the Circling
Wind, and finally, the habitats: Habitat I,
Inner Place Habitat, Woods Habitat, and
Vine Habitat.

These are the titles in a sculpture ex-
hibit now on display at the Lawndale
Annex of the University of Houston.

"I always wanted the creative experi-
ence from my environment. It didn't
work though until the 1950's when 1
moved to Lake Bisteneau (near Shreve-
port, Louisiana) with its cypress trees,
branches and moss which 1now use in my
work," the artist recalls.

"By this time," she says laughing, "I
was in my 50's too." She feels she has fi-
nally worked out her own personal style
to her satisfaction with material from her
own surroundings.

. "I make a cedar form and cover it with
papier-mache-which 1 make out of paper
and Elmer's Glue-aIl-then 1 add the iron
work (old rusty machine parts)." The
materials are "folk" but the art is abstract
and severely modern, not primitive and
naive.

Her seven-to-nine-foot-tall papier-
mache sculptures or habitats are shrines

Betty Yancey is a photography student at
the University of Houston who has been
taking her lunch breaks and communing
with the artist at the Lawndale Annex.
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SPECIAL SCREENINGS DAILY
Ifyou're looking for a new way to advertise, or ifyou have a unique

printing problem, try our silkscreening services. We can print
anything from t-shirts to a table top, including:

Exhibit & display work, 8' panels (on formicaor glass),
20' banners, outdoor signs, t-shirts and garments, and brochure covers.

Call us for an estimate on your special screening.
\ A&E SCREEN PRINTING.

Mary Lou Crossley, Curlis Ann Reynolds
6245 Brookhill #2, Houston, Texas 77087/ (113)' 644-1731 \

Tues. Wed. Thurs. 5-8p.m.
Saturday io-s.so».». i'W"
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to home, expressing a sense of nurturing
for the human housed in a body. Her
large' scrolls are also made of papier-
mache and are embedded with rusty
chains, gaskets, gears and nails-interior
"body parts" to her human figures. They
convey the idea that the physical body is
in fact a machine which needs care, with-
out which it also will deteriorate into
unworkable parts.

all that easy to find. Persistence pays off.
Locate Dismuke Street on the map. It
converges with Telephone Road and the
Gulf Freeway. Follow Dismuke east until
a block before it deadends into Lawndale.
You will see a large yellow-brick ware-
house to the right. Across the street in
the parking area is a large garbage skip
labeled "Lawndale Annex." There are a
counle of I"rp'e overhp."rl rlnnr. and hun

Don't Waste Time Shopping
•• • Fine tailoring for men & • Leased ccrporate wardrobes'
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all that easy to find. Persistence pays off.
Locate Dismuke Street on the map. It
converges with Telephone Road and the
Gulf Freeway. Follow Dismuke east until
a block before it deadends into Lawndale.
You will see a large yellow-brick ware-
house to the right. Across the street in
the parking area is a large garbage skip
labeled "Lawndale Annex." There are a
couple of large overhead doors and two
regular doors. Try each, one will be open.
The warehouse is open only weekdays
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Once inside, in an enclosed, separated,
interior "gallery" you will be rewarded
with an experience I can only call mysti-
cal. Look slowly, for the artist has much
to tell us, and the exhibit closes NoveIJ1-
ber 23, so you will not be able to return
'as often as I have. I've spent many lunch
breaks in the dimly lit place.

I~f~;" ': To :": • "':}?'I"~'>': ...•. : .~.~:~!~.., ".;,-..5')0\\ lesthelmer ':,'., :"~-""'~'~';
fi~.',."t;~;,~9uS;;n,Tex?S7Z~b9,';;.i:.':;;'
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Don't Waste Time Shopping
• Fine tailoring for men & • Leased corporate wardrobes

women • Alterations • Weaving • Fabric
• Houston's first clothing • Programs for your club or

consultants organization

Member: Custom Tailors and Designers Association of America
9 to 6 M-F • 10 to 2 Sat. Appointment preferred

:mike holsey
Custom Clothes

, 2613 Richmond at Kirby 524-3303
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to home, expressing a sense of nurturing
for the human housed in a body. Her
large scrolls are also made of papier-
mache and are embedded with rusty
chains, gaskets, gears and nails-interior
"body parts" to her human figures. They
convey the idea that the physical body is
in fact a machine which needs care, with-
out which it also will deteriorate into
unworkable parts.

The vine constructions are also "habi-
tats" for the nurturing spirit, sturdily
built of vine pieces cleaned of bark and
tied together in much the same way that
our early ancestors must have used to
form shelters. Papier-mache covers the
joints, adding strength to the pieces visu-
ally as well as structurally. I would feel
perfectly secure and comfortable climb-
ing to the top of any of them. .

Clyde Connell belongs to The Great
Gators, a small group of artists who meet
for Tuesday night suppers in Shreveport.
They stimulate their creative lives through
conversation, seminars, workshops, and
the like. Among those invited to their
seminars were Lucy Lippard.Tudy Chica-
go, Jackie Windsor and ROberta Smith.
These feminist influences on Connell's art
are acknowledged and apparent, as she
creates from within (herself) and without
(her environment) forming a unity of her
deep sense of herself as woman and artist.
The grid in Rain Place falling loose from
its frame like a waterfall and extending
onto the floor in front of the frame pro-
bably is an accurate visual statement of
her own life as an artist. A fairly struc-
tured person falling, free from a rigid
framework.

Connell laughingly says everyone
immediately picks up on her physical
description: a 95-pound, 80-year-old
woman. "It has nothing to do with my
art." She has been described, as well, as :>.

"an original artist whose great strength is g
hammered out of lonely individualism." >

Connell has had one-woman shows in :>.

Shreveport and most recently, in the Ty- ~
ler Museum of Art. OJ I I

Her exhibit at Lawndale Annex is not RAIN PLACE
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Diane Gelon (1) and Mary Ross Taylor are planning a series of activities to promote The
Dinner Party before its official opening next March. Gelon's partner, artist Judy Chicago,
will lecture on the exhibit on Tuesday, November 27 at 8 pm at the First Unitarian
Church. Tickets will be available at the door. On the preceding Sunday, November 25,
a reception will be held for Chicago at the UH(CLC.

fREE .
PREGNANCy TESTING

. I &_iNEoUMAIiON 1_

3!.H high quality copies - $7.49 passportjiliotos

( kinko~s graphics, inc. )
• Copying • Passport Photos • Printing
• Film Process. • Binding • Color Copies
r sa::. ;,s '-

/(lCe U.(Medico/ Center U.H./Downtown
2368 Rice Blvd. 2811 Main St.

521-9465 / 654-8161
~ -'f

XEROX 9200 XEROX 9400

T H,t; \II L L A II t; ~ H t; t; 'S E S Hap
DoMESTIC AND IMPORTED CHEESES

~

" GOURMET FOODS
, FINE WINES

COOKWARE
MARYELLEN ALLEN
(713) 527"0398 MON-SAT.9-Q

2484 BOLSOVER
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77005

The Dinner Party
bvDiane~LOW~ _



MARY ELLENALLEN
(713)527-0398

COOKWARE
MaN-SAT. 9-&

2484 BOLSOVER
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77005

fREE .
PREGNANCy TESTING
& iNFoRMATiON

868-448~
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a•• bUSiness
_rtUDb lOr "omen
~f'QmefactOlyl1ol

WI Q c •••• ,
dVDtS It's one of the few businesses you can own and open your doors

with an initial cash requirerrent of less than $20,000* ... which
includes equipment, inventory, training, operating assistance,
and beginning operating capital. Balance is financiable.

kame fGctoIy'· 'is the largest and most successful
do-it-yourself picture framing organization in the United States.
NOT ONE OF OUR SHOPS HAS EVER FAI LED!
Several prime locations are now available inthe Houston Metro
area - Bear Creek, Katy, Fondren/Southwest, Braeswood,
Memorial/Northwest, Hwy. 1960, Greenway Plaza, West Univer- '
sitv, Clear Lake City, Alief, Baytown, Friendswood, and areas
throughout Texas.
Learn about this profitable, enjoyable opportunity for a woman
to own her own business.

Write or Gall: Buster Smith, Vice President
The Frame Factory
Area One Warehouse
9513 Dalecrest; Houston 770f!1J
(713) 467-1841

*If qualified for our Lease/Purchase Program.
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Diane Gelon (I) and Mary Ross Taylor are planning a series of activities to promote The
Dinner Party before its _officialopening next March. Gelon's partner, artist Judy Chicago,
will lecture on the exhibit on Tuesday, November 27 at 8 prn at the First Unitarian
Church. Tickets will be available at the door. On the preceding Sunday, November 25,
a reception will be held for Chicago at the UH/CLC.

The Dinner Party
by Diane Brown

Reality
When word came in early October that
The~Dinner Party will come to University
of Houston/Clear Lake City in 'March,
1980, a sense of excitement and anticipa-
tion began rippling through the Houston
feminist community.

Then came the second wave of news:
$50,000 would have to be raised by the
community to bring, install and admini-
ster the show. (See box on fundraising on
this page.)

By art world standards, these costs are
right in line with other major exhibits.
What is unusual-and remarkable-about
the arrangement with UH/CLC is that
Through the Flower, the artist Judy
Chicago's foundation which created the
work, will get some of the profits from
the show.

Diane Gelon, Chicago's partner, was in
Houston recently promoting the exhibit,
and she explained that The Dinner Party
must -draw 20,000 "guests" to break even.
Profits will go to Through the Flower,
then to TACO (the Texas Arts Cultural
Organization) to encourage future Dinner
Partys, and to UH/CLC which plans to
plow the money back into women's
studies.

While it may sound logical for the ar-
tist to receive a share of the profits from
an exhibit of her work, this is not usually
the case. The San Francisco opening last
Spring-which drew over 100,000 visitors
-earned handsome profits for the San

Francisco Museum of Modern Art, but
not one dime for Judy Chicago.

TACO organizer Mary Ross Taylor
adds, "You have to understand the way
the art world works. Anybody who has a
major show is supposed to deem it an
honor to present their work in the muse-,
urn. Artists are supposed to pay their bills
with fame, not money."

Chicago has had to do just that, and
according to Gelon, the $200,000 Dinner
Party project is in debt. "Judy poured all
her book advances, everything she got
from the sale of her own work went into
it. We haven't been' able to pay our bills
for two months. We owe our framers over
$3,000, the tile makers $500. And there's
a $20,000 loan from the First Women's
Bank of California. Our note on that
alone is $863 a month."

Add to that a $1,000 a month bill for
storing the exhibit, and you begin to un-
derstand the mammoth job of supporting
and promoting an important work of art
like The Dinner Party.

The Houston exhibit, therefore, is
more than just another opening. It's a
chance .for Chicago and her organization
to recoup some of theirdebts, and get on
their feet financially. "Every night before
we go to sleep we visualize $50 bills,"
says Taylor. "But we will raise that mon-
ey, there's no doubt about that."

Diane Brown is a working feminist.

HOUSTON BREAKTHROUGH 24 NOVEMBER 1979 NO'



The Dream
What keeps Chicago, Gelon and the

others going, is the incredible potential
the exhibit has for connecting women
with their past and present and with each
other. "Everyone goes in to see what she
wants to see. You can go into as much

.depth as you need," says Gelon. In San
Francisco, the visitors came for some-
thing different. Gelon described it:

"We watched people standing in line
for hours talking to each other-total
strangers. There was a lot of crying and
hugging, but there was almost no noise
once you got inside the room. You could
hear a pin drop. There was this incredible
sense of sacredness about the piece that
people sensed. The curator told us there
was absolutely no vandalism of the exhi-
bit-which is rare." "'-

The exhibit space at.UHjCLC is one of
the finest spaces available in the country,
according to Gelon, who feels that the

. Houston audience will see the exhibit as
it was meant to be seen. "In a totally
darkened room, the porcelain shines and
the piece looks as if it's ioing to float,"
says Gelon. '

Oddly, neither Chicago, Gelon nor
anyone else who had worked on the pro-
ject, had seen the work put together
before the San Francisco showing, so the
exhibit took shape before their eyes.

"I didn't go up for the installation in

San Francisco, so I asked Judy if she'd go
in with me to see it. We had a special
moment there, just the two of us. Judy
talks about how she was just a vehicle for
the project-but we felt that those histor-
ic women were there with us all along,"
Gelon said. The women working on the
project felt the same way. "Each woman

, was responsible for one runner, and after
a while, they began to take on the charac-
ters they were working with. They'd leave
notes for each other saying 'Queen Eliza-
beth needs blue thread.' "

The audience too, promises to be an
interesting mix. "You get feminists, art-
ists, historians, and then we get the em-
broidery guild and the stitchery club, the
women who are there with their magnify-
ing glasses. We get business women, and
women who are working in the home.
And lots of men, too."

It's said that Susan B. Anthony came
to feminism by way of quilting bees, the
19th century version of consciousness-
raising groups. They were community
events where a woman could share her

'talents with other women and tell her
story, away from the children and house-
hold duties.

If that's true, Houston is preparing for
the quilting bee of this century. The Din-
ner Party promises to connect Houston
women in a profound new way.

:-.

-

THE LEGEND OF LADY GODIVA

If .she were mentioned at all in 1060, she was "the wife of the Earl of the Kingdom of
Mercia."

In his kingdom the earl and "his wife" founded and endowed a monastery at the
township of Coventry upon which he levied extremely heavy taxes. "The wife of the
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The Dinner Party Committee plans to put the fun into fun draising. $50,000 is needed
to pay the costs of shipping, installing, and administering the exhibit-and they have
unique ways to raise the money, needed well before opening day, March 9.

The Dinner Party exhibition honors 39 women with ceramic and embroidery place
settings, and the table itself rests on a Heritage Floor of porcelain tiles inscribed with
999 names of notable women. In order to raise nearly $30,000 of the total required,
the committee is asking individuals, groups, and businesses to sponsor 'either a place
setting, for $500, or a tile, for $10.

To date, 12 of the 39 place settings and 208 Of the 999 floor tiles are reserved. The
committee suggests sponsoring a tile or plate as a gift. There are musicians, scientists,
scholars, suffragettes, and plenty of witches and goddesses to choose from.

$500 for a place- setting may sound impossible to attain. But fun-the committee
says: Give a dinner party! If several friends planned a spaghetti supper honoring
Isabella d'Este, for example, invited 50 people to come at- a $10 donation, the $500
would be there before the coffee was served-and the hostesses could share the cost of
the party. A Middle Eastern menu for Ishtar, a musicale for Ethyl Smyth, a Parisian
salon or costume party/for Natalie Barney-and, of course, a barbecue honoring
Petronilla de Meath, who was burned as a witch.

The committee wants to call on professional clubs, women in medicine, law, art,
education-athletes; embroiderers, and students of lunar and goddess lore to combine
their efforts to honor the woman of their choice.

Donors will be honored with recognition on a panel in the photo-documentation
exhibit at Clear Lake, invitation to one of the festive openings before March 9, and,
for those who give $500, a signed limited edition of the exhibition poster. An insert in
the brochure accompanying the exhibit will list the donors and the women sponsored
by them. All contributions are tax deductible.

The remaining historic women available for sponsorship are all described in The
Dinner Party, a book by Judy Chicago. Copies are on hand at The Bookstore at 1728
Bissonnet, where booksellers have volunteered to keep an updated list of all tiles and
plates sponsored. The Bookstore is open 10-6 Monday through Friday, 10-5 Saturday,
276 Sunday, and stays open till 8 every Wednesday night.

r For program presentations, call Dean Calvin Cannon's office at UH/CLC 488-9236
or a representative of TACO (Texas Arts &Cultural Organization) at 527-8522. Slide
shows are available, and speakers will bring copies of Judy Chicago's books to sell as an
additional fun draiser. There are posters, postcards, and slides for sale, too-at UH/CLC
and at The Bookstore. Whatever your taste, the Dinner Party Committee is ready to
help-and the more fun it is, the more funds there will be to bring this historic exhibi-
tion to Houston.

THE LEGEND OF LADY GODIVA

If .she were mentioned at all in 1060,sb.e was "the wife of the Earl of the Kingdom of
Mercia."

.In his kingdom the earl and "his wife" founded and endowed a monastery at the
township of Coventry upon which he levied extremely heavy taxes. "The wife of the
earl" was strongly opposed to this exploitation; but, typical of the condition of women
of her time, had little authority upon which to act. As her only recourse she entreated
her husband so fervently to relieve the citizens of this inequitable burden that he made
her a bold challenge: he would reduce Coventry's taxes if she rode, naked through its
market place. .'

To the earl's great astonishment, his wife made up in spirit what the law denied her
in power. Mounted on her steed and covered only by her long, flowing tresses, "the wife
of the earl" warned the townspeople to remain indoors and took her ride, after which
her husband promptly freed the town of all t011s.

For centuries the Godiva Procession has been the highlight of the Coventry Fair
which is held in honor of the courage of the wife of-Leofric who, if he is mentioned
at all today, is "The husband of Lady Godiva."

An 1835 ink print of Lady Godiva (above) will be raffled during the First Annual
Women's Craft Fair. Drawing is Sunday, November 18 at 3 p.m. Proceeds will benefit
the Houston Area Women's Center.
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I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT THE HOUSTON AREA WOMEN'S CENTER
BY BECOMING A MEMBER:

Name Phone ~

Address
I
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I
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I
I

Zip ~ _

Large Business/f'rofessional Firms
Small Business/Professional Firms
Organizations
Individuals
Students

$300.00 or more
100.00 or more _
25.00 .or more __ ~--'- _
25.00 or more ~ _
10.00
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RETURN CONTRIBUTIONS TO: .
HOUSTON AREA WOMEN'S CENTER
P.O. Box 20186 - Room E 401
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77025
(713) 792-4403
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<: LYDIA-' BODNAR~BAlAHUTRAK
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Self-portrait by Lydia Bodnar-Balahutrak

DIANAPARKER
My current themes are women and children, but not on the same canvas; each needs
breathing space separate from the other. I had made a complete break with abstract
painting in 1974, and the circumstances of myJife were quite naturally.influencing

My art is autobiographical: those persons and things which made me what I am
. have 'become the underlying themes of my, work.

In 1975-76 I experienced a series of major upheavals in my life. Graduate school,
marriage and a move to a distant city-all in quick succession-left me with a deep
sense of disorientation. My life goals and views necessarily changed, and these, in
turn, affected the direction my work was to take.

Imprisoned within a strange environment, I first developed images of windows in
my paintings. The windows were a vehicle for expressing my feelings of entrapment
and alienation from the outside world. In time, insulated as I was, I was forced to
confrontmy selfhood . I began to rediscover my family background, my Ukrainian
ethnicity; and my emotional. and associative responses to these experiences. And
finally, I accepted my true self.

I needed to express, through art, this personal affirmation of my self. The resul-
tant current work recreates images of my grandparents. My grandparents embody
the traditional values, the ritual-laden customs, and the Slavic sentimentality and
love of the past that are an undeniable part of my cultural identity ~In my paintings
and drawings, they exist in an environment that is an extension of their own selves.
They assume a spiritual, cultural presence-like icons.

The Human Experience, a figurative art exhibition, sponsored by the Women's
Caucus for Art-Houston Chapter, is comprised of paintings and drawings by artists
Lydia Bodnar-Balahutrak and Diana Parker.

The exhibition runs December 3 to December 27 at the Houston Public Library,
500 McKinney. Opening reception to meet the artists and see 40 of their paintings
and drawings will be Friday, December 7 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m, '
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Self-portrait by Lydia Bodnar-Balahutrak

Fine feminist books and magazines including
Heresies" Chrysalis, Woman Spirit and Women Artists News

DIANA PARKER

..\

My current themes are women and children, but not on the same canvas; each needs
breathing space separate from the other. Ihad made a complete break with abstract
painting in 1974, and the circumstances of my life were quite naturally influencing
the future direction of my art.

By 1976, I had two small children and could only paint during their nap time.
Their father, like many other Houston men in their 30's with a responsible job, was
out working-late. All I could see for four years was closed-in walls with some prec-
ious windows-cramped psychological space, noise and hassles-yet this was some-
what tempered by the biologicallove for my children.

I began to paint the dual sides of my feelings and environment: the anguished
nude in a velvet jail, and the joie de vivre of carefree childhood. This viewpoint
could have only developed with children present, as before being pregnant I was
naturally less constrained in movement. Ijust wasn't involved with children earlier;
adult goals and ambitions were all Ineeded, and I had forgotten how to see through
the eyes of a child. ' "-

The children are relatively happy: they have lots of energy and life keeps unroll-
ing its magic carpet. At the end lies Being Grown Up. The children still have both
their illusions and their energies.

The nudes have anguish as part of the human condition, whether their particular
jails are made of velvet or metal. They also have maybe not learned (they Were cer-
tainly not trained) to take full charge ,9f their lives. Maybe they were thinking and
vowing to do just that as they sit, protected and also trapped, in 'their bedrooms. Or
maybe anguish will remain after they free themselves, simply because they are all
Eve.

""

1728 Bissonne: • Houston 77005'. 713 527-8522

Nude Reaching for Something by Diana Parker
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An
interview

with
author

CladysM.
Heldman

by H. Kathleen Gresham

Eternal youth. Perpetual beauty. Everlasting love. In Gladys'M. Heldman's suspenseful
novel, The Harmonetics Investigation, Josiah Minden, the hypnotic leader of the Harmo-
n'etics Society, offers all this and more. Seduced by the mysterious, charismatic and
eternally youthful Minden, wealthy women and powerful men fill the cult's treasury
with billions of dollars. From the highest levels of government and finance they come,
lured by glittering tales of dramatic "rejuvenation" and hungry for Josiah Minden's mes-
merizing promises of spiritual and physical redemption: Old age need not be. Beauty
need not wither. Love need not turn cold.

Or are there darker, more sinister motives at work? Where does the money go and
what is behind it all? National News magazine sends its top investigative team to find
out. Five reporters risk their lives to infiltrate Minden's bizarre empire, determined to
unearth the truth, whatever the cost. Their investigation probes beneath the Society's
slick, compelling appeal, and discovers a corruption so deep and so pervasive that it
threatens to destroy the very roots of A merican society. Penetrating a network of ruth-

.less terror, coming face to face with perverted science, sadistic sex, mind control and
-~--------~ ••-.- •• .,J--"",- +_L._a .•...l\.I""_""_~_..".._.,..,,,.J.•...l\.T.Q,-, •._,_n...r_.o.n ""',-,,".1_"a..a_1JO_~4L,,_~ ..•.D.~o:nn i.!7n f;n.YJ .•..th.ar wnll. •.s trxn 01...nD thin.
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'the little woman' as the little child. An-
other element in the book was that, in
looking for answers, people turn unques-
tioningly to doctors. If they questioned a
little bit, they might stay a little healthier ..

continued on next page

monetics Society provides a corps of doc-
tors and nurses to postpone disease and
death and to bring back beauty and
youth. There's the hint of rejuvenation,
but just as important is the ritual, which
offers affection and love. You join and
immediately you have hundreds of.
friends. The Society of course, appeals to
people of every age, but more so to older
women and particularly to rich women,
so the ones that I have doing part of the
investigation (into the Society's activities)
are the ones most easily able to enter the
Society: older, rich women in New York. ~
As one sees just reading the book, these
women..are consideredanast, the age_o.! C£J.....:L.:-_ •.•.•••••. _
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Eternal youth. Perpetual beauty. Everlasting love. InGI(i(Jys M~-He(aman's suspense7u
novel, The Harmonetics Investigation, Josiah Minden, the hypnotic leader of the Harmo-
netics Society, offers all this and more. Seduced by the mysterious, charismatic and
eternally youthful Minden, wealthy women and powerful men fill the cult's treasury
with billions of dollars. From the highest levels of government and finance they come,
lured by glittering tales of dramatic "rejuvenation" and hungry for Josiah Minden's mes-
merizing promises of spiritual and physical redemption: Old age need not be. Beauty
need not wither. Love need not turn cold.

Or are there darker, more sinister motives at work? Where does the money go and
what is behind it all? National News magazine sends its top investigative team to find
out. Five reporters risk their lives to infiltrate Minden's bizarre empire, determined to
unearth the truth, whatever the cost. Their investigation probes beneath the Society's
slick, compelling appeal, and discovers a corruption so deep and so pervasive that it
threatens to destroy the very roots of American society. Penetrating a network of ruth-

.less terror, coming face to face with perverted science, sadistic sex, mind control and
murder, the National News team uncovers an organization that will stop at nothing.

H. Kathleen Gresham: When you set out
to write The Harmonetics Investigation
did you think, 'All right, I've been sue-
cessful in so many things: a Phi Beta
Kappa at Stanford, a ranked tennis play-
er, founder of World Tennis magazine,
and the Virginia Slims Women's Tennis
Circuit, and I've helped get women on t~
boards of the Fortune 500.' Did you
think, 'Well, let's see if 1 can write a best
seller'?
Gladys Heldman: (laughing) No, I've al-
ways wanted to write a book. When 1 was
seven years old 1 used to think as follows:
'One day 1 will swim the Atlantic Ocean.'
That was part one. The second one was
'I will be Tarzan's mate.' And the third
fantasy was, 'One day 1 will write a novel.'
It was just a fantasy. (laughing) Anyway,
1never thought 1 could sit down and write
a book-plot it and write dialogue, des-
cribe costumes and have people come in
and out of rooms. 1 just thought, 'Well,
I've tried so often, and I've never got
past page 2. I'll just give it another try.'
But 1 didn't think 'Will it sell?', 'Can 1
get published,' or 'Will they makea movie
out of it.' First, 1 wondered if 1 could
finish it. Then 1 wondered if it would be
so terrible that nobody would want to
publish it.
HKG: So you had been writing all along.
GH: 1 never got very far-page 2 or page 5

because I never really had the germ of
an idea. Once I had the theme I thought,
'Well, let me give it a chance this time.
Maybe I can do it.'

HKG: How did you develop the theme
for your novel?
GH: Well, I guess all of us know hundreds
of people who are into cults or into read"
ing books which give instant answers-
How to Be a Millionaire in Six Weeks,
How to Be Beautiful, How to Appeal to
Your- Husband, How to Live as a Single,
How to Live as a Married, How to Live as
a Divorcee. If you write a book that
gives the answers, you'll get on three talk
shows immediately and your book will
sell millions. So it doesn't matter what
[it is about] as long as it provides an-
swers. People pay $350 to give up smok-
ing. And [they pay money] to psychia-
trists, 'tell me about myself. I, I, I, me,
me, me.' There are not only the books
[and the therapists] with the answers,
but there are the metaphysical and
religious cults, such as est, which not only
attract people who have great emotional
needs, but ... also ... people who seem
remarkably strong and quite intelligent.
People that I know have dabbled in
Scientology, Psycho cybernetics, Trancen-
dental Meditation. I know young people
who've gone into Moonies or Hari Krish-
na. I must know at least a dozen people
who are born-again Christians and who
speak in tongues. All of these people are
believers; all, looking for answers.

What I tried to do in my book was to
give the Harmonetics Society some of the
qualities that would attract people.
Americans idealize youth and at the same
time -fear death and disease, so the Har-

monel:iCS-Society-proViaes"a-corps-oI -aoc-
tors and nurses to postpone disease and
death and to bring back beauty and
youth. There's the hint of rejuvenation,
but just as important is the ritual, which
offers affection and love. You join and
immediately you have hundreds of
friends. The Society of course, appeals to
people of every age, but more so to older
women and particularly to rich women,
so the ones that I have doing part of the
investigation (into the Society's activities)
are the ones most easily able to enter the
Society: older, rich women in New York .
As one sees just reading the book, these
women are considered past the age of
creative thinking. [As though] because
they're female 'and because they're old
they couldn't possibly be of help. Jade
(the main character) has more respect
[from] people because she's got youth.
Although 1 don't hammer it at the reader,
it's a book about older people and about
our strange [values]: plastic surgery to
make ourselves look younger and younger
and younger and the degradation of any-
one over 50 or 60 or 70 or 80 ... A
woman of 40 or 50 has had it if she sud-
denly enters the.economic market. If she's
30 or 35, she still has a chance. At 40 or
45 she's too old. We call 65 elderly now,
we give the elderly basket-weaving and
ceramics. Instead of saying would you
like to learn to play the piano, practice
five hours a day, and perhaps be able to
do something with the piano in two
years? We think no, they don't [have
time; let them] do basket-weaving. So
this [idea] is not hammered; it's only im-
plied in the book. 1didn't write a book to
lecture! I wrote a book to entertain, but
somehow my ideas kind of creep in.
(Laughter.)
HKG: I wondered if this story had been
in the back of your mind for a while or ...
GH: Yes, for at least four years.
HKG: Did you hope to put across some
feminist points?
GH: Well, I'd rather have you say [so]. I
tried not to lecture, and yet my own
thoughts are there. I would call it a femi-
nist book, very, very much. I think that
every woman who reads Breakthrough
has known Ii Dr. Franzhold, the arrogant
German doctor in the book who treats

'0 ----other element in the book was that, in
looking for answers, people turn unques-
tioningly to doctors. If they questioned a
little bit, they might stay a little healthier.

continued on next page
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• PLUPERFECT
*(pIOo pur'fikt) adj. more than perfect

Houston's newest and most exciting
condominium home experience

is ready
and receiving home buyers.
You are invited into a world

of fine quality located amidst
, exceptional shops and restaurants

in the Westheimer corridor.
Come to River Stone.

It's
Fashionable Prestigious .
Contemporary Casual .

Exciting

Low 40's to mid-60's

River Stone
(uS·I-iOme]

6.4 miles west of the Galleria on Westheimer,
then left on Walnut Bend in the West Chase area.

78,1-8701

What Equal Housing Means to You
RIVER STONE, IN COOPE-RATION
WITH U. S. HOME MORTGAGE CO., IS
LEADING THE WAY FOR CAREER
WOMEN AND UNMARRIED COUPLES
TO OWN THEIR OWN CONDOMINIUM
HOMES. 95% FINANCING WITH $450
CLOSING COST IS AVAILABLE TO
QUALIFIED PU"RCHASERS REGARD-
LESS OF SEX.

HKG: Didn't you think that the Harmon-
etics Society had a materialistic base? It
really wasn't all that spiritual when you
got right down to it.
GH: But think of all the other cults. Let's
take any cult that exists now that's fairly
well known. est grows and grows. You
pay $350 to go and be screamed at for a
weekend. Now, let's say 80 people come
in to be screamed at; think how much
money is being collected. When you go
into advanced est you pay $750. Then
you go into 'hunger,' which is a new thing
they've got, and you pay more money.
And you go on and on. They never re-
lease you, because they can still get more
money out of-you.
HKG: They've really got people out re-
cruiting, too.
GH: Yes, in the Hari Krishnas, in the
Moonies, there are, just as in the Harmo-
netics Society, the missionaries on the
street. They're soliciting money for
whom? Not for themselves, but for the
society, and does Dr. Moon give all that
money away?
HKG: You talk about 'cults.' I hear the
term bandied about a lot. It seems to be
the way people describe anything that's
not the traditional, orthodox religion.
GH: That is true in a certain way. 'Cult'
has a pejorative meaning, because a leader
can get rich from it. If a nun gives away
all her worldly property, it doesn't go to
make some bishop richer, But in a cult,
the leader, or the leader and his disciples,
may be living awfully well; and no one
knows where the money is going ... [Yet
many people] follow a leader that many
of us can see as not very charitable and
fairly selfish.
HKG: But aren't you talking about people
who want easy answers? 'Follow these
rules.'
GH: That's true of most people. I ran in-
to a friend who is extremely bright, who

, has been into Transcendental Meditation.
Now he's into est, and so is his wife. He is
clever, amusing, charming-and he's a be-
liever. I have another friend who rushes
over with every new book that offers an-
swers. 'Is There Life After. Death?' She
rushes to give it to me. 'You have to read
it,' she says, so I will find out, too. I
don't think people will ever stop search-
ing for those answers and [yet] very sel-
dom is an answer permanent to them.

"
"Give sorrow words ... " is a quotation
from Macbeth, but the letters of Maryse
Holder are from life. It was the life of an
amatory spirit, adrift without the parent-
al buoys of approval, self-reliance or self-
esteem, reveling in pernicious desire, can-
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HOMES. 95% FINANCING WITH $450
CLOSING COST IS AVAILABLE TO
QUALIFIED PURCHASERS REGARD·
LESS OF SEX.
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Serving the
Greater
Houston
Community
With Quality ...

LeiSURe
LeARNING
UNLIMITED

No Matter What's Your Bag:

Dance, Drama, Music,
Business, Sports of All
Sorts, Languages, Art,
Cooking or Personal
Development.

.~)

In our November-December
schedule. which you can re-
ceive by calling 721-7299, we
offer a wide variety of classes.
Some classes are free and regis-
tration is easy.
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"Give sorrow words ... " is a quotation
from Macbeth, but the letters of Maryse
Holder are from life, It was the life of an
amatory spirit, adrift without the parent-
al buoys of approval, self-reliance or self-
esteem, reveling in pernicious desire, can-
dor and charity foreign to survivai in a
land of live and take. She was a fragile
lemming, marching to the suicidal, sex-
ual seas of Mexico, a gringa who loved
the tan bodies of Mexican men, suffering
the abuse, but always directing her fatal
march, cognizant, but unrestrained by the
male culture. For Maryse Holder, death
was a way of life. She was 36'when she'
was murdered in Mexico City.

After a short distance into this post-
humous publication one knows it will not
end well and seeks cause. She was an in-
telligent and. singular correspondent, dis-
patching installments of the self-destruc-
tion of a tragic and malnourished heart,
an amanuensis of desire in search of the
executioner. Perhaps, she approached sus-
tenance for a time in Mexico and in her
writing to confidant, Edith Jones, in New
York. It is in the writing that the unat-
tainable is given form. Here is the sub-
stance of an artistic movie.

The disappointments, the discourtesy,
the incredible lack of compassion, the in-
sults to body and mind, the visceral and
sexual stimulation are recorded here with
an integrity that may not be palatable to
some readers.

These are not bucolic letters of the
Mexican countryside, but sensuous and
sexual epistles on the complexities of
being. Here are ad libidum couplings
with Miguel, Andres, Mario, Lucio, Ri-
cardo, Emilio' or whomever, seeking and
teaching, loving and leaving, the mechan-
ics of the piston and the ring, the expec-
tation that one of them might care e-
nough, the harsh realities of broken ren-
dezvous, insatiate sex, unfulfilled promis-
es, rejection and solitude, drinking, drugs,

ffSW
rules.'
GH: That's true of most people. I ran in-
to a friend who is extremely bright, who

. has been into Transcendental Meditation.
Now .he's into est, and so is his wife. He is
clever, amusing, charming-and he's a be-
liever. I have another friend who rushes
over with every new book that offers an-
swers. 'Is There Life After. Death?' She
rushes to give it to me. 'You have to read
it,' she says, so I will find out, too. I
don't think people will ever stop search-
ing for those answers and [yet] very sel-
dom is an answer permanent to them.

HKG: The Harmonetics Investigation
seems a very definite general audience
suspense book. Are you a reader of
thrillers?
GH: I've read a lot of Agatha Christie. I
don't like most of the suspense of today.
Of the positive suspense novels there has
only been one that has come out in the
last few months that' I've enjoyed and
that has been Shibumi, with its Japanese
background. I'm not a Robert Ludlum
fan, and I'm not a James Bond fan, par-
ticularly. I do like suspense, yes, but I'd
say most of it is too outlandish today. It's
formula.
HKG: When you set' out to write this
book, did you have any kind of model or
a favorite author in mind?
GH: Well, I like Doris Lessing, I like
Marcel Proust and I like Tom Wolfe, but I
didn't have an author in mind. No, I didn't
write like any of them. I just thought I
was going to write about a sect or cult. I
knew my main characters; and 1 knew
how it was going to start, how it was
going to end, and some vivid scenes in the
middle. I made the women in the book
the major protagonists. It just happened
that way.
HKG: Speaking of your main character,
how did you come up with the name
Jade? It's a very unusual name. As a word
it's been used as a sort of derogative epi-
thet for women.
GH: I never thought of that. A jade, but
that's almost eighteenth century. I was
thinking more like what a westside
mother would name her daughter.
HKG: That's where you got the name?
'GH: It could have been Kimberley.
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prison - the final variations of nada mas.
It was a scenario that she enacted time

and time again. Making the rounds in Zi-
huatanejo, Acapulco, Oaxaca and Mexi~o
City she found time for her letter to HE".
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parently murdered by the Nazis. Much of
her young childhood and later life was
spent longing for her mother. She and her
Jewish father were fugitives from Nazi
terror. Eventually, she came to the U-
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prison - the final variations of nada mas.
It was a scenario that she enacted time

and time again. Making the rounds in Zi-
huatanejo, Acapulco, Oaxaca and Mexico
City she found time for her letter to "E".
Her very first in this volume sets the tone.
"Had been going to write you ebullient
sex letter intermixed with poetic episte-
mological reflections on being reborn in
the crater of civilization but I actually
fucked him this afternoon and it was
grubby and banal, as you always knew."
. Fer awhile,she enjoyed the distinction

of the writer in Mexico, the freedom and
cafe con leche status it afforded a woman
sitting alone in those small cafes. She had
published film and art criticism and had'.
been an instructor in English before her
termination. Her dismissal was the recur-
rent voice of rejection. It was off to
Mexico. "Failure at work transmuted it-
self into sex and failure at sex transmutes
into pain at failure at work." /

The letters of Part One were apparent-
ly written during the spring and summer
of 1976 and are published in toto. Letters
in Part Two are edited by Edith Jones
from about 1000 pages sent to her by
Maryse during her second stay in Mexico
in 1977. Edith Jones provides a welcome
insight (p. 177) into Maryse Holder's qui-
xotic return to Mexico. It is the first time
that Edith Jones seems tangible. Finally,
in the epilogue of Selma Yampolsky , we
have the testimony of friend and kindred
spirit. The Epilogue is essential reading
and should have been developed and a-
dapted as an introduction. This book
wold have been considerably improved by
an extensive' introduction by one who
knew Maryse Holder. The introduction
by Kate Millett appears as a commercial
carrier here.

The problems of Maryse Holder began
shortly after she was born in France.
When she was about two years old, her
mother was taken from her forever, ap-

parently murdered by the Nazis. Much of
her young childhood and later life was
spent longing for her mother. She and her
Jewish father were fugitives from Nazi
terror. Eventually, she came to the U-
nited States.

Perhaps, the most evident scar was a
partial facial paralysis, the apparent re-
sult of surgical injury during. the treat-
ment of mastoiditis. The latter was a de-
vastating trauma. The illusion of personal

, beauty was destroyed. She was ugly, or so
she thought. Perhaps, this affliction was
an incipient nemesis of the sustaining self.
. As a literate being she found substance

in the' writings of Jean Rhys, pleasure in
the haunting characters of Tennessee Wil-
liams and more than color in The Yellow
Wallpaper of Charlotte Perkins Gilman.
She found temporary passage with Caste-
nada, until he reduced it all to pure po-
tency. It was, however, a book of Oscar
Lewis' which she read and- reread as she
deciphered the heirs of The Children of
Sanchez. She had wanted to write her dis-
sertation on Flaubert. L 'Education sen-
timentale was the only novel she re-
spected.

In my judgement, Maryse Holder be-
longs to no generic movement. Perhaps,
she was a victim of the predatory male, a
feminist martyr as suggested by Kate
Millet. Perhaps, she was a victim of a self
congenitally endowed for independent
self-destruction in New York, Mexico or
wherever; as her letters suggest. Some will
see literary affinities with those who have
dared - George Sand, Henry Miller, Wil-
liam Burroughs, Erica Jong and others.

Her capacity for self-abuse was enor-
mous, but whatever her achievements or

. imperfections, her letters to "E" are now
letters to you and me - hopefully, com-
passionate respondents.

Dr. Joseph Patrick Kennedy is a writer
living in Houston.

Helen Moore Barthelrne Odell Pauline Moore
1110 Lovett Blvd" Suite 100 Houston, Texas 77006 713/521-9214
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Network
Editor, Lynne Mutchler

..

Does the Church's attitude toward women and sex contribute to violence against wo-
men? will be addressed by Dr. Sheila Sheinberg of UH at a meeting of St. Joan's Alli-
ance, November 18, 7 :30 pm, 1801Sage Road. For further information call 665-347l.

------------------
Artist Judy Chicago will be in Houston this month promoting The Dinner Party exhibit
which opens at UH/CLC in early March, 1980. She will lecture at the First Unitarian
Church on Tuesday, November 27 at 8 p.m. Tickets will be available. at the door. On
November 25 (Sunday) there will be a reception for Chicago at UH/CLC. Call 488-9326
for further details.

Interested in promoting respect on the job for employed women? Join Houston Net-
work for brunch Sunday December 2 at 10:30 a.m. at 3214 Ann Arbor. Call 772-2948 or
72l~6027 for further information.

Houston Network, a local group organized to upgrade the status of working women
by: developing a network of women concerned about employment issues in the Hous-
ton area; supporting women in their efforts to protect themselves from discrimination;
educating women about their rights; and participating in national events which highlight
the concerns of working women in compiling information on women workers in Hous-
ton. To join' Houston Network or to participate in their survey contact Lena M. Ship-
man, Houston Network, 5500 N Braeswood No. 242, Houston, Texas 77096,721-6027

-
A Women and Management workshop at Family Service Center, Saturday December I
will explore how to overcome the limitations of female role training and how to increase
one's career potential and managerial ability. Led by Patsy Feigle, MSW,the workshop
will be from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm Tuition $25. Reservations needed-call 524-3881.

Abortion rights will be the topic for the Women's Caucus of DESOC with speakers Joan
Glantz of the ACLU, Hanna Schecter of NOW, and Lauire Smollins, counselor at the
UH University Center Carribean Room, 7 :30 pm November 18.

._ _ _ _-_ _- ..--. _._ _.-.._ ,

SPECIAL DISCOUNT
Bring this coupon for 20% off!
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ERA pins - $3 necklaces - $5
IWY pins - $3.50

The Joan Waite Hanlon
Houston Area Women's Center Foundation

&
The University of Houston, Student's Association '+'

Deportment of Women's Affairs

announces,

THE FIRST ANNUAL WOMEN'S CRAFT FAIR
The University of Houston University Center Bldg.

Saturday, November 17 from 10:00 a.m, until 6 p.m,
Sunday, November 18 from 12:00 a.m. until 6 p.m.

PARTICIPATING

Houston Area NOW Panel of American' Women
Mockingbird Alliance Displaced Homemakers - HCCS
Off the Wall Productions Center for Human Development
Lyman Personnel Federally Employed Women

Coalition of Labor Union Women

- Photographs, paintings) crafts will be sold
- All day concurrent speaking sessions

RAFFLE
- 1835 ink print of Lady Godiva 24" x 36"
- Three free classes from the Class Factory

To fill a need for greater communication between community periodicals. and communi-
ty organizations in the South, a directory of Southern Progressive Periodicals is being
published by a Nashville-based group called Progressive Education which asks feminists
to suggest listings for this directory. It will list about 70 periodicals ranging from the
Texas Observer in Austin to Spectrum, Tallahassee's cooperative newspaper. Suggestions
for periodicals to be listed should be sent to Progressive Education, PO Box 120574,
Nashville, TN 37212 by Nov. 30.

Disabled? The Coalition for Barrier Free Living is a resource group for people with dis-
abilities and offers information about housing, transportation, legislation, employment,
and barriers of all kinds, like: attitudes, architecture and the environment. For more in-
formation' call 654-1207 or write Coalition for Barrier Free Living, PO Box 20803,
Houston, Texas 77025
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SPECIAL DISCOUNT

Bring this coupon for 20% off!

ERA pins - $3 necklaces - $5
IWY pins - $3.50

""'\
United Nations Association - UNICEF Gift Shop

77 Woodlake Square - hi Artisan's Way

Tues. Wed. Sat. 10· 5
'Mon. Thurs. Fri. 10·9
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VISA.•.............................................•. _ -- .- _...........•.__ .

-,
Image of the Black, a photographic survey of the African in the imagery of Western
artists from the earliest contacts with Egypt through the Middle Ages, will be exhibi-
ted at the newly renovated Julia Ideson Building of the Houston Public Library Mon-'
days through Saturdays 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., openingNovember 10. Over 100 photographs
plus books and other materials on display, sponsored by the Menil Foundation and the
Institute for the Arts of Rice University, offer new perspectives on the complex and
varied representations of blacks throughout history. The exhibition is free and will
continue through January 12, 1980. .

Rawslyn Ruffin, feminist singer/songwriter, will perform at Bay Area NOW's Christmas
party December 5. Peggy Cook will perform magic tricks, and there will be wine and
cheese. For information on time and place, call Bonnie Huval, 331-0444.

..•.-
Meg Christian, the "cutting edge" of the women's music movement, will be in Houston
for a holiday concert Friday, December 2l. Mark your calendar and watch for details.

To fill a need for greater communication between community periodicals and communi-
ty organizations in the South, a directory of Southern Progressive Periodicals is being
published by a Nashville-based group called Progressive Education which asks feminists
to suggest listings for this directory. It will list about 70 periodicals ranging from the
Texas Observer in Austin to Spectrum, Tallahassee's cooperative newspaper. Suggestions
for periodicals to be listed should 'be sent to Progressive Education, PO Box 120574,
Nashville, TN 37212 by Nov. 30.

Disabled? The Coalition for Barrier Free Living is a resource group for people with dis-
abilities and offers information about housing, transportation, legislation, employment,
and barriers of all kinds, like: attitudes, architecture and the environment. For more in-
formation' call 654-1207 or write Coalition for Barrier Free Living, PO Box 20803,
Houston, Texas 71fJ25

Dija Que Los Perras Ladren, a drama, by Sergio Vodanoic, concerning political corrup-
tion in Chile, opens November 30 at Ripley House Theatre, 4401 Lovejoy, presented by

,Teatro Bilingue. For further information and tickets call 926-2661.

Woman-in-sight: New Art in Texas selected by Marcia Tucker, Director of the New Mu-
seum, New York City is now on exhibit at Dougherty Cultural Arts Center, lllf) Barton
Springs Road, Austin, TX. The exhibition, presenting Women & Their Work, continues
until December 9, Monday-Friday Noon-5, Saturday and Sunday Noon-6 .

I

A course entitled Women In Medicine: Baseline For Success will be presented by:
Department of Medicine and Women in Medicine at Baylor and UT. This course will be
heldat Universtiy of Texas Medical School Building January 26-27,1980. For further
information contact the Office of Continuing Education, Baylor College of Medicine
(713) 790-4941.

The Association for Women in Psychology will hold a National
Conference on Feminist Psychology in Los Angeles, California
March 6-9, 1980. The deadline for proposals for program
topics for the conference is November 1. For further informa-
tion write to: Hannah Lerman, 1980 AWP Conference Coord-
inator, 1543 South Oakhurst Drive, Los Angeles CA 90035.

r'1
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Global Women s Forum, for the woman who wants perspective on the issues of today
and practical directions of the future, will be a one-day participatory program sponsored
by the Institute of Cultural Affairs. Cost, $20.00 (including lunch), it will take place
Saturday, December I, at the UH University Center, San Jacinto Room, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. For additional information, call 522-7933 by November 25, or contact Global
Women's Forum, 4207 Chartres..
Nuclear Power and Civil Liberties: Can We Have Both? by Donna Warnock reports and
discusses the history of intelligence gathering activities of the FBI, the Department of
Energy and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission against nuclear opponents. Copies at
$7 are available from Citizens Energy Project, 1413 K Street NW, Washington DC
20005.

BREAKTHROUGH
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classified ads ""

KPFT Pacifica Radio has an opening for the position of News Director to be responsible
for the expansion of existing News Department by means of volunteer recruitment and
coordination. Previous experience in journalism and broadcasting, as well as knowledge
of the Houston community highly desired. $7200/year. Please send resume to Margie
Glaser, 419 Lovett Boulevard, Houston.Texas 77006

RENT A CLOWN for a party or special gift presentation! $25.00 CALL 783-7998

Roommate wanted: Woman looking for apt and roommate-to share expenses 9811371

IllustrationjGraphic Design. Production and/or printing consultation. Call GRAPHIC
ART & WIGGINS, Lue Wiggins, artist. 783-7998

Do you like to travel-from Aspen to California, Houston, St. Thomas, India and
world wide, expenses paid? Do you like $1000 per month? Can you type accurately
80 words per minute? Can you take dictation by typewriter or shorthand at 40 words
per minute from a traveling writer/philosopher? If your answers are yes, call Monica,
3 p.m. to 7 p.m. at (713) 224-1396. P. S.-Also a beginning tv camera-person job
opening at $600. ., r'

Mrs. Smith's Heirloom Recipes Century Collection. Send $3.98 to Morene Smith,
Box 32-B, Anahuac, Texas 77514.

RELAXA TION MASSAGE FOR WOMEN in your home. $20/hr. call Totsie Stewart
528-2082. Gift Certificates Available.

Women's Music-Discover the Difference ....Music for making love, revolutions, or just
merry. Written, engineered and distributed by women for women'. Available in Houston
at The Bookstore, Wilde 'N' Stein, Cactus Records, Ram's Records, Prairie Fire Book-
store, Rose's Records, Evolution Records (Huntsville), and B.D. & Daughter. Take an
album home for a test spin from the Women's Music Rental Library at B.D. & Daughter
(520 Westheimer, 529-3609).

A HOME STUDY COURSE IN THE NEW NUTRITION by Ruth Yale Long, Ph.D.,
president, Nutrition Education Association, Inc. Free brochure. P.O. Box 20301,
Houston, Texas 77025 713-665-2946

Harris County Handbook just published by the League of Women Voters of Houston
covers the Structure of Harris County Government, Financing the County,' County
Growth and Development, Protection of Life and Property, Public Health, Culture and
Recreation, Roads and Highways, Public Education and more. Even long time resi-
dents may learn something new about Harris County from this comprehensive 28-page
booklet which includes many maps and charts. $2.50 per copy plus tax and postage
($3.20 total for one copy, $6.10 for two) from the League of Women Voters of
Houston, 1947 West Gray, Suite 202, Houston TX 77019. For information about pur-
chasing larger quantities call 529-3171 week days 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

~
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p.m. For additional information, call 522-7933 by November 25, or contact Global
Women's Forum, 4207 Chartres.

Nuciear Power and Civil Liberties: Can We Have Both? by Donna Warnock reports and
discusses the history of intelligence gathering activities of the FBI, the Department of
Energy and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission against nuclear opponents. Copies at
$7 are available from Citizens Energy Project, 1413 K Street NW, Washington DC
20005.

BREAKTHROUGH
ON THE AIR

Now in the middle of your week
at a new time to fit your schedule!

Wednesday, 6:30 to 7:00 p.m,

KPFT·FM 90.1

Join co-hosts Nancy Fleming [I] and Rita
Saylors and Breakthrough reporters and
newsmakers In the weekly radio program
'contlnuing our newspaper tradition where
women are news! CalI 526-4000 to add your
comments and questions to our weekly
conversations.

. NOVEMBER. 1979

A HOME STUDY COURSE IN THE NEW NUTRITION by Ruth Yale Long, Ph.D.
president, Nutrition Education Association, Inc. Free brochure. P.O. Box 20301
Houston, Texas 77025 713-665-2946 •

Harris County Handbook just published by the League of Women Voters of Houston
covers the Structure of Harris County Government, Financing the County,'County
Growth and Development, Protection of Life and Property, Public Health, Culture and
Recreation, Roads and Highways, Public Education and more. Even long time resi-
dents may learn something new about Harris County from this comprehensive 28-page
booklet which includes many maps and charts. $2.50 per copy plus tax and postage
($3.20 total for one copy, $6.10 for two) from the League of Women Voters of
Houston, 1947 West Gray, Suite 202, Houston TX 77019. For information about pur-
chasing larger quantities cail529-3171 week days 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

HOlll;>AY
GREETING CARDS

20 Cards with' Envelopes $6.00/pkg

NWPC is delighted to offer you Holiday
Greeting Cards that express our wishes,
hopes and expectations for ourselves, our
children and our children's children .....
Order now .. and support the NWPC and
the cause of equal rights for all .

Send orders to: NWPC. Mary Stanley
604 LOlive
Fresno, CA 93728

Bankamericard & Mastercharge Accepted
Number _
Expiration Date _

..•.

1

The Greek symbol for women and the 5 inter·
twined circles symbolizing all women working
together, formulate the logo of the National
Women's Political Caucus. This logo, atop the
Susan B. Anthony coin is a unique creation
for all women to wear. The gold·plated plain
bezel accompanied by a thin, 18" serpentine
chain, is a subdued statement, priced at $20. ,~

Also available as a lapel pin. $20

Send orders to: NWPC, Mary Stanley
604 E. Olive
Fresno, CA 93728

Bankamericard & Mastercharge. Accepted
Number _
Expiration Date _

~
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Houston Breakthrough.
. -

subscribe today! .
.,..

$7__
one year

$13 __
two years

$18 __
. three years

Name ~~ __ ~----------~----~~
i\ddress z

~

Mail check to Houston Breakthrough, P. O. Box 88072, Houston, Tx. 77004,


